
‭SUNDAY, JUNE 29, 2025‬

‭PETER AND PAUL, THE HOLY APOSTLES‬

‭EPISTLE‬ ‭READING‬ ‭OF‬ ‭THE‬ ‭DAY:‬ ‭This‬ ‭morning's‬ ‭Apostolic‬ ‭Reading‬ ‭is‬ ‭from‬ ‭St.‬ ‭Paul’s‬ ‭Second‬ ‭Letter‬ ‭to‬‭the‬
‭Corinthians‬ ‭Chapter‬ ‭11‬ ‭Verses‬ ‭22-33,‬ ‭Chapter‬‭12‬‭Verses‬‭1-9:‬ ‭Brethren,‬‭whatever‬‭anyone‬‭dares‬‭to‬‭boast‬‭of‬‭--‬ ‭I‬ ‭am‬
‭speaking‬‭as‬‭a‬‭fool‬‭--‬ ‭I‬ ‭also‬‭dare‬‭to‬‭boast‬‭of‬‭that.‬ ‭Are‬‭they‬‭Hebrews?‬‭So‬‭am‬‭I.‬ ‭Are‬‭they‬‭Israelites?‬‭So‬‭am‬‭I.‬‭Are‬‭they‬
‭descendants‬ ‭of‬ ‭Abraham?‬‭So‬‭am‬‭I.‬ ‭Are‬‭they‬‭servants‬‭of‬‭Christ?‬‭I‬ ‭am‬‭a‬‭better‬‭one‬‭--‬ ‭I‬ ‭am‬‭talking‬‭like‬‭a‬‭madman‬‭--‬
‭with‬ ‭far‬ ‭greater‬ ‭labors,‬ ‭far‬ ‭more‬ ‭imprisonments,‬ ‭with‬ ‭countless‬‭beatings,‬ ‭and‬‭often‬‭near‬‭death.‬‭Five‬‭times‬‭I‬ ‭have‬
‭received‬ ‭at‬ ‭the‬ ‭hands‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭Jews‬ ‭the‬ ‭forty‬ ‭lashes‬ ‭less‬ ‭one.‬‭Three‬‭times‬‭I‬ ‭have‬‭been‬‭beaten‬‭with‬‭rods;‬‭once‬‭I‬ ‭was‬
‭stoned.‬ ‭Three‬‭times‬‭I‬ ‭have‬‭been‬‭shipwrecked;‬‭a‬‭night‬‭and‬‭a‬‭day‬‭I‬ ‭have‬‭been‬‭adrift‬ ‭at‬ ‭sea;‬ ‭on‬‭frequent‬‭journeys,‬‭in‬
‭danger‬ ‭from‬ ‭rivers,‬ ‭danger‬ ‭from‬ ‭robbers,‬ ‭danger‬ ‭from‬ ‭my‬ ‭own‬‭people,‬ ‭danger‬‭from‬‭Gentiles,‬ ‭danger‬‭in‬‭the‬‭city,‬
‭danger‬‭in‬‭the‬‭wilderness,‬ ‭danger‬‭at‬‭sea,‬ ‭danger‬‭from‬‭false‬‭brethren;‬‭in‬‭toil‬ ‭and‬‭hardship,‬‭through‬‭many‬‭a‬‭sleepless‬
‭night,‬ ‭in‬‭hunger‬‭and‬‭thirst,‬‭often‬‭without‬‭food,‬‭in‬‭cold‬‭and‬‭exposure.‬‭And,‬‭apart‬‭from‬‭other‬‭things,‬‭there‬‭is‬‭the‬‭daily‬
‭pressure‬‭upon‬‭me‬‭of‬‭my‬‭anxiety‬‭for‬‭all‬‭the‬‭churches.‬‭Who‬‭is‬‭weak,‬‭and‬‭I‬‭am‬‭not‬‭weak?‬‭Who‬‭is‬‭made‬‭to‬‭fall,‬‭and‬‭I‬‭am‬
‭not‬ ‭indignant?‬ ‭If‬ ‭I‬ ‭must‬‭boast,‬ ‭I‬ ‭will‬ ‭boast‬‭of‬‭the‬‭things‬‭that‬‭show‬‭my‬‭weakness.‬ ‭The‬‭God‬‭and‬‭Father‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Lord‬
‭Jesus,‬ ‭he‬‭who‬‭is‬‭blessed‬‭for‬‭ever,‬‭knows‬‭that‬‭I‬‭do‬‭not‬‭lie.‬‭At‬‭Damascus,‬‭the‬‭governor‬‭under‬‭King‬‭Aretas‬‭guarded‬‭the‬
‭city‬‭of‬‭Damascus‬‭in‬‭order‬‭to‬‭seize‬‭me,‬‭but‬‭I‬‭was‬‭let‬‭down‬‭in‬‭a‬‭basket‬‭through‬‭a‬‭window‬‭in‬‭the‬‭wall,‬‭and‬‭escaped‬‭his‬
‭hands.‬‭I‬ ‭must‬‭boast;‬‭there‬‭is‬‭nothing‬‭to‬‭be‬‭gained‬‭by‬‭it,‬‭but‬‭I‬‭will‬‭go‬‭on‬‭to‬‭visions‬‭and‬‭revelations‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Lord.‬‭I‬‭know‬
‭a‬‭man‬‭in‬‭Christ‬‭who‬‭fourteen‬‭years‬‭ago‬‭was‬‭caught‬‭up‬‭to‬‭the‬‭third‬‭heaven‬‭--‬‭whether‬‭in‬‭the‬‭body‬‭or‬‭out‬‭of‬‭the‬‭body‬‭I‬
‭do‬‭not‬‭know,‬‭God‬‭knows.‬‭And‬‭I‬‭know‬‭that‬‭this‬‭man‬‭was‬‭caught‬‭up‬‭into‬‭Paradise‬‭--‬‭whether‬‭in‬‭the‬‭body‬‭or‬‭out‬‭of‬‭the‬
‭body‬‭I‬ ‭do‬‭not‬‭know,‬‭God‬‭knows‬‭--‬ ‭and‬‭he‬‭heard‬‭things‬‭that‬‭cannot‬‭be‬‭told,‬‭which‬‭man‬‭may‬‭not‬‭utter.‬‭On‬‭behalf‬‭of‬
‭this‬‭man‬‭I‬ ‭will‬ ‭boast,‬ ‭but‬‭on‬‭my‬‭own‬‭behalf‬‭I‬ ‭will‬ ‭not‬‭boast,‬ ‭except‬‭of‬‭my‬‭weaknesses.‬ ‭Though‬‭if‬ ‭I‬‭wish‬‭to‬‭boast,‬‭I‬
‭shall‬ ‭not‬‭be‬‭a‬‭fool,‬‭for‬‭I‬‭shall‬‭be‬‭speaking‬‭the‬‭truth.‬‭But‬‭I‬‭refrain‬‭from‬‭it,‬‭so‬‭that‬‭no‬‭one‬‭may‬‭think‬‭more‬‭of‬‭me‬‭than‬‭he‬
‭sees‬ ‭in‬ ‭me‬‭or‬‭hears‬‭from‬‭me.‬‭And‬‭to‬‭keep‬‭me‬‭from‬‭being‬‭too‬‭elated‬‭by‬‭the‬‭abundance‬‭of‬‭revelations,‬ ‭a‬‭thorn‬‭was‬
‭given‬‭me‬‭in‬‭the‬‭flesh,‬‭a‬‭messenger‬‭of‬‭Satan,‬‭to‬‭harass‬‭me,‬‭to‬‭keep‬‭me‬‭from‬‭being‬‭too‬‭elated.‬‭Three‬‭times‬‭I‬‭besought‬
‭the‬‭Lord‬‭about‬‭this,‬ ‭that‬‭it‬ ‭should‬‭leave‬‭me;‬‭but‬‭he‬‭said‬‭to‬‭me,‬‭"My‬‭grace‬‭is‬‭sufficient‬‭for‬‭you,‬‭for‬‭my‬‭power‬‭is‬‭made‬
‭perfect in weakness." I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.‬

‭GOSPEL‬‭READING‬‭OF‬‭THE‬‭DAY:‬‭This‬‭morning's‬‭Gospel‬‭Reading‬‭is‬‭from‬‭the‬‭Holy‬‭Gospel‬
‭according‬ ‭to‬‭Saint‬‭Matthew‬‭Chapter‬‭16,‬‭Verses‬‭13-19:‬‭At‬‭that‬‭time,‬‭when‬‭Jesus‬‭came‬‭into‬‭the‬
‭district‬‭of‬‭Caesarea‬‭Philippi,‬‭he‬‭asked‬‭his‬‭disciples,‬‭"Who‬‭do‬‭men‬‭say‬‭that‬‭the‬‭Son‬‭of‬‭man‬‭is?"‬
‭And‬‭they‬‭said,‬‭"Some‬‭say‬‭John‬‭the‬‭Baptist,‬‭others‬‭say‬‭Elijah,‬‭and‬‭others‬‭Jeremiah‬‭or‬‭one‬‭of‬‭the‬
‭prophets."‬‭He‬‭said‬‭to‬‭them,‬‭"But‬‭who‬‭do‬‭you‬‭say‬‭that‬‭I‬‭am?"‬‭Simon‬‭Peter‬‭replied,‬‭"You‬‭are‬‭the‬
‭Christ,‬‭the‬‭Son‬‭of‬‭the‬‭living‬‭God."‬‭And‬‭Jesus‬‭answered‬‭him,‬‭"Blessed‬‭are‬‭you,‬‭Simon‬‭Bar‬‭Jona!‬
‭For‬ ‭flesh‬ ‭and‬ ‭blood‬ ‭has‬ ‭not‬ ‭revealed‬ ‭this‬ ‭to‬ ‭you,‬ ‭but‬ ‭my‬ ‭Father‬‭who‬‭is‬‭in‬‭heaven.‬‭And‬‭I‬‭tell‬
‭you,‬ ‭you‬ ‭are‬ ‭Peter,‬ ‭and‬ ‭on‬ ‭this‬ ‭rock‬ ‭I‬ ‭will‬‭build‬‭my‬‭church,‬‭and‬‭the‬‭gates‬‭of‬‭Hades‬‭shall‬‭not‬
‭prevail‬‭against‬‭it.‬‭I‬‭will‬‭give‬‭you‬‭the‬‭keys‬‭of‬‭the‬‭kingdom‬‭of‬‭heaven,‬‭and‬‭whatever‬‭you‬‭bind‬‭on‬
‭earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."‬

‭MEMORIAL‬ ‭SERVICE‬ ‭TODAY:‬ ‭Today’s‬ ‭Memorial‬ ‭Service‬ ‭is‬ ‭being‬ ‭offered‬ ‭for‬ ‭the‬
‭repose‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭soul‬ ‭of‬ ‭Spiros‬‭Papadakis,‬‭40‬‭days‬ ‭since‬ ‭his‬ ‭passing.‬ ‭Αίωνία‬‭η‬‭µνήµη!‬‭May‬
‭his memory be eternal!‬

‭TODAY’S‬ ‭COFFEE‬ ‭HOUR‬‭:‬ ‭is‬ ‭being‬ ‭hosted‬ ‭by‬ ‭the‬ ‭family‬‭of‬‭Spiros‬‭Papadakis‬‭in‬‭loving‬
‭memory of his passing.‬ ‭Αιωνία η μνήμη του!‬

‭STEWARDSHIP:‬‭Stewardship‬‭is‬‭the‬‭foundation‬‭of‬‭everything‬‭we‬‭do‬‭as‬‭a‬‭parish.‬‭It‬‭supports‬
‭our‬‭ministries,‬‭programs,‬‭outreach,‬‭and‬‭the‬‭care‬‭and‬‭maintenance‬‭of‬‭our‬‭beloved‬‭Cathedral.‬
‭Your‬ ‭commitment‬ ‭is‬ ‭vital‬ ‭to‬ ‭sustaining‬ ‭our‬‭work.‬ ‭Pledge‬‭cards‬‭are‬‭available‬‭to‬‭complete‬‭a‬
‭Stewardship‬ ‭card‬ ‭for‬ ‭2025‬ ‭TODAY.‬ ‭Together‬ ‭we‬‭can‬‭continue‬‭to‬‭build‬‭a‬‭parish‬‭that‬‭honors‬
‭our‬ ‭faith,‬ ‭supports‬ ‭our‬ ‭families,‬ ‭and‬‭serves‬‭as‬‭a‬‭beacon‬‭of‬‭Orthodoxy‬‭for‬‭the‬‭San‬‭Francisco‬
‭Bay Area.‬

‭AN‬ ‭INVITATION‬ ‭TO‬ ‭HOST‬ ‭COFFEE‬ ‭HOUR:‬ ‭As‬ ‭part‬ ‭of‬ ‭our‬ ‭revitalized‬ ‭coffee‬ ‭hour‬
‭program,‬‭we’re‬‭calling‬‭on‬‭all‬‭ministries,‬‭organizations,‬‭and‬‭our‬‭parishioners‬‭(individually‬‭or‬
‭in‬‭teams!)‬‭to‬‭sign‬‭up‬‭to‬‭host‬‭one‬‭or‬‭more‬‭coffee‬‭hours‬‭over‬‭the‬‭course‬‭of‬‭the‬‭new‬‭year.‬ ‭We’ll‬
‭supply‬‭the‬‭coffee/‬‭cream/‬‭sugar,‬‭tablecloths,‬‭napkins,‬‭utensils‬‭–‬‭and‬‭you‬‭supply‬‭the‬‭goodies‬
‭(e.g.,‬‭pastries,‬‭donuts,‬‭bagels,‬‭small‬‭sandwiches,‬‭fruit/vegetable/cheese‬‭platters‬‭and‬‭assorted‬
‭dips,‬‭or‬‭other‬‭similar‬‭items).‬‭We’re‬‭currently‬‭seeking‬‭hosts‬‭for‬‭the‬‭month‬‭of‬‭July‬‭(6‬‭th‬‭,‬‭13‬‭th‬‭,‬‭and‬
‭20‬‭th‬‭).‬ ‭Please‬ ‭reach‬ ‭out‬ ‭to‬ ‭Irene‬ ‭Melitas‬ ‭(‬‭irene.melitas@annunciation.org‬‭,‬ ‭or,‬‭925.212.8561)‬‭to‬
‭sign-up and learn more.‬

‭COMMUNITY‬‭KITCHEN:‬‭Every‬‭third‬‭Tuesday‬‭of‬‭the‬‭month,‬‭we‬‭come‬‭together‬‭to‬‭prepare,‬
‭serve,‬ ‭and‬ ‭share‬ ‭a‬ ‭hot‬ ‭meal‬ ‭with‬ ‭those‬ ‭in‬ ‭our‬ ‭neighborhood.‬ ‭Our‬ ‭next‬ ‭gathering‬ ‭will‬‭take‬
‭place‬ ‭Tuesday,‬ ‭July‬ ‭15.‬ ‭If‬ ‭you‬ ‭would‬ ‭like‬ ‭to‬ ‭volunteer,‬ ‭please‬ ‭sign‬ ‭up‬ ‭at‬
‭www.annunciation.org/ck-signup‬‭.‬ ‭If‬ ‭you‬ ‭are‬ ‭unable‬‭to‬‭volunteer‬‭but‬‭would‬‭like‬‭to‬‭support‬
‭this‬ ‭important‬ ‭ministry,‬ ‭please‬ ‭consider‬ ‭making‬ ‭a‬ ‭financial‬ ‭donation‬ ‭at‬
‭www.annunciation.org/ck-donate‬
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