SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2018

SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY

THE 10 MARTYRS OF GREECE

EPISTLE READING: This morning’s Apostolic reading is from St. Paul’s letter to the Hebrews, Chapter 11,
Verses 9-10, 32-40. It is found in our books, on pages 150-151.

‘O Anéotolog, ITpog EBgaiovgEniatoArns IlavAov t0 avayvwoua, keg. 11, €dadg. 9-10, 32-40: AdeApoi,
niotel maQKkNoev APoaapt eig TV yNv g énayyeAiag wg aAdotoiav, v oknvaic katownoag peta loaak kat Takwp tov
OVYKANQOVOUWYV TNG EmMaryYeAiag TG avThg: é£edéxeTo YAQ TNV Tovg OepeAiovg éxovoav TOALY, 1)g TEXVITNG Kal dONULOVEYOS O
Bedc. Kat ti étt Adyw; Emideiper yao pe duyodpevov 0 xpovog mept I'ededhv, Bagdx te kat Lappav kat TepOde, Aavid e kai
ZapovnA kal TV TEoENT@V, ol diX ToTewS Katnywviocavto Pacidelag, eloyAoavto duatoohvny, EMETUXOV EmayYeAlwy,
Epoatav otopata Asdviwv, €ofecav dUvauy TLEOS, EQLYOV OTOHATA paxaigag, Eveduvvauwdnoav amo dobeveiag,
&yeviiOnoav loxvol év moAéuw, maeUBoAAS EKAtvay AAAOTOIWV EAaBOV YuValKeS €€ AVAOTATEWS TOVE VEKQOLS ADTWV AAAOL
d¢ étvumavicOnoav, ov MEOodeEAUEVOL TV ATIOAVTOWOLY, (Vo KQEITTOVOS AVAOTACEWS TUXWOLV' ETEQOL D& EUTIALY U@V KAl
paotiywv meigav EAafov, €L 0¢ deouwv Kal @LAakNG éABGoONoay, émpiodnoav, émepdodnoav, év @ovw uaxaioag
améBavov, meemABov év unAwtais, év atyeiolg déppaoty, Dotegovuevol, BABOUEVOL KAKOLXOVUEVOL @V OVK NV &&Elog O
KOOHOG, €V EoNUIaIS MAAV@HEVOL Kal 00eot Kal omnAalog Kat taig onais g yne. Kai ovtor mavteg pagtuonévteg dux g
TOTEWS OVK EKOUIOAVTO TV ETaryyeAiay, ToL @e0b meQl UV KQEITTOV Tt TEOPAepapévou, tva ur xwois U@V teAewbwot.

GOSPEL READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Gospel Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to
St. Matthew, Chapter 1, Verses 1-25. It is found in our books on pages 311-317.

‘H onueguvr) evayyeAikr) megukomnr), ék tov kata MatBaiov Ayiov Evayyediov 10 dvayvwopa, Kep.
1, £da. 1-25, ebgioketal eig Ta BLpAia pag, oeA. 310-316.

Today’s Apolytikion (Dismissal Hymn) is that of Tone Five (Plagal 1):

Eternal with the Father and the Spirit is the Word, who of a Virgin was begotten for our salvation. As the faithful, we both
praise and worship Him for, in the flesh did He consent to ascend unto the Cross, and death did He endure, and the dead
He raised unto life though His all-glorious Resurrection.

Tov ovvavagyxov Adyov Iatol kai [Tveduartt, Tov €k [agbévov tex0évia eic owtnolav NU@V, AvuUVHowEY TOTOL Kol
TIEOOKLVNOWHEV: OTLNVOOKNOE CaQKL AVeADely év 1@ Ltavo, kal O&vatov VTopelval, Kal £yeigal Tovg Tebvedtac, &v
™) &vO0Ew Avaotdoel avTov.

THE LORD’S PRAYER IN SPANISH: Padre nuestro, que estas en los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre,
venga tu Reino, hagase tu voluntad en la tierra como en el cielo; danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia; perdona

nuestras deudas asi como nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores; no nos dejes caer en la tentacion, y
libranos del Mal.

INTRODUCTION TO ORTHODOXY: This class is especially intended for those who are thinking about
converting to Orthodoxy and for family members and friends who would like to support them on their journey. It is
also open to people who are already Orthodox and who would like to deepen their understanding of their faith. We
explore Christian theology and practice by reading selections from Scripture, the Church Fathers, the lives of the
Saints, and other texts representative of the Orthodox worldview. These readings are the starting point for our
discussions, which aim at clarifying doctrine and worship and helping us to discover (or rediscover) why we belong
in the Church. If you are interested in attending the class, please contact Alexandros Kozak at orthodoxy-
agkozak@sneakemail.com. Note: The Introduction to Orthodoxy class is now being offered two Sundays a month. It meets
in the second-floor conference room, beginning at 9 a.m. In January, the class will meet January 13 and January 27.

TODAY’S MNEMOSYNO: This morning’s memorial service is being offered for the repose of the
soul of Mary Mitchel, who fell asleep in the Lord 40 days ago. Aionia I Mnimi! Eternal Memory!

DANCE PRACTICE: Dance practice will take place today, beginning at 12 noon, and also on
Saturday, December 29, beginning at 10:30 a.m.

ELEMENTARY/ MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL: Basketball Practice will take place this
week on Wednesday, December 26 and on Thursday, December 27, beginning at 7 p.m.

CHURCH SERVICES THIS WEEK: Tomorrow is Christmas Eve. The Great Hours will be read,
beginning at 9 a.m. They will be followed by the Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great,
beginning at 10 a.m. Tuesday is Christmas Day. Orthros will be celebrated beginning at 9 a.m.,
followed by the Divine Liturgy, at 10:00 a.m. Traditional Christmas carols will be sung at the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. The Cathedral invites you to worship with us, as it extends to
all of you, best wishes for a blessed Christmas, and a joyous, peaceful New Year.

PARKING: For the time being, Golden State Parking, the valet company, parks our cars on
Sunday mornings. We drop off and pick up our cars at the entrance. We do not go down into the
garage ourselves. For this service, we’ve been paying $5, essentially to cover the cost of the
attendants. Meanwhile, we have signed a 6-month trial agreement with the valet company so
that, as soon as it obtains the necessary permits, it can operate the parking weekdays, as well. We
anticipate this service will begin February 1. When it does, we will no longer be paying to park
when we come to church for Sunday services.

SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH THROUGH STEWARDSHIP: Recently, you received a packet
containing a Stewardship pledge card for 2019, a return envelope, and a brochure with additional
information about Stewardship. Please make your support for 2019 a priority, by completing and
returning your 2019 Stewardship pledge card prior to December 315t of the present year. We can’t
thank you enough for your continued support, nor can we stress how important your
participation is, as a member of the Annunciation Cathedral family. Your Stewardship support
makes possible the very existence of this parish, and its ability to offer Liturgical services,
educational, & philanthropic programs.

VASILOPITA/CRAB FEED: Our parish Vasilopita and also the Crab Feed, both sponsored by
our Cathedral Ladies Philoptochos, are just around the corner. The Vasilopita will take place
Sunday, January 6 (on Holy Theophany), while the Crab Feed will take place Friday, January 25.




WHAT NEXT? As you can see, we're winding down Phase 1 of
construction. We have a little way to go, however, in order to complete the fountain,
the gates along Valencia Street, the exterior doors, etc. This takes time, especially in
this challenging building climate and, of course, money. In order to complete these
tasks and begin working on Phase 2 (the interior), we will need to embark upon a
renewed Capital Campaign. (More about this in the New Year). Let’s stay positive
and focused. Consider what you have accomplished so far. As with Moses, we hear
God speaking to us: “Build me a Sanctuary, and I will appear among you.” (from
the Septuagint: Kai monjoeig pot dyiacpe, xai 6@Oijcopar év vuiv). (Exodus 25:8).
Building also takes vision, determination and faith. You are doing something
extraordinary: you are building His sanctuary, a sacred space, right the heart of
one of the world’s premier cities. Here, the Orthodox Christian faith is poised to
proclaim the Gospel message of salvation to a whole new generation of worshipers!

“The Church shall be a home for
Orthodox Christians from every
ethnic and national background. It
shall be a house of prayer for all
humankind, in which the Holy
Name of our Triune God shall be
extolled and all of creation
sanctified.”



