SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021

SUNDAY AFTER NATIVITY

SYNAXIS OF THE HOLY THEOTOKOS

EPISTLE READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Apostolic Reading is from the Saint
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, Chapter 1, Verses 11-19: Brethren, I would have you know
that the gospel which was preached by me is not man's gospel. For I did not receive it from
man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard
of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to
destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so
extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set me apart
before I was born, and had called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me,
in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood,
nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into
Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to
visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except
James the Lord's brother.

‘O AnootoAog I1gog ‘EBgaiovs émiotoAng TlavAov 10 avayvwoua, ked. 1, Eddd. 11-19

GOSPEL READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Gospel Reading is from the Holy
Gospel according to Saint Matthew, Chapter 2 Verses 13-23: When the wise men departed,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the
child, to destroy him." And he rose and took the child and his mother by night, and departed to
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken
by the prophet, "Out of Egypt have I called my son. Then Herod, when he saw that he had been
tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in
Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time which he
had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
"A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she
refused to be consoled, because they were no more." But when Herod died, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and
go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead." And he rose and took the
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaos reigned
over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he
withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what
was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, "He shall be called a Nazarene."

‘H onpegvn) edayyeAkr) megikomnr) ék tov kata MatOaiov, ked. 2, €dad. 13-23

NO COFFEE HOUR TODAY: We will not be holding a coffee hour after Liturgy
today. Coffee hours will resume after the New Year. Enjoy a blessed day with your
families after services today.

PHILOPTOCHOS VASILOPITA SALE: Ring in the New Year with a delicious
traditional Vasilopita from our Ladies Philoptochos. Please visit our church

website www.annunciation.org to order your own Vasilopita to cut and enjoy with
your family. This is no better way to begin the new year. The vasilopites are $20
each. You can also easily order by emailing Foula Vasilogiorgis at
annunciationvasilopita@gmail.com Order yours today!

BASKETBALL IS BACK: Our Basketball program chairman, Deno
Konstantinidis, with the assistance of our Athletics Board has made the necessary
preparations for the Cathedral to be able to open up for basketball practices again
following all SFDPH guidelines regarding COVID. Youth practices take place
every Wednesday and adult practices happen every Thursday unless there is a
schedule conflict with our gym. Church basketball has been a much welcome way
for our kids to reconnect and have fun while getting some exercise. If you our your
child is interested in playing basketball at the Cathedral, please contact Deno
Konstantinidis at deno.konstantinidis@annunciation.org

Today’s Apolytikion (Dismissal Hymn) is that of Tone Two:

When You descended to the realm of death, You as life immortal rendered to
Hades a mortal blow by Your all-radiant Divinity. And, when You, from infernal
depths and the darkness below did raise the dead, all the hosts of heaven’s powers
did proclaim and cry out: O life-giving Christ and our God, we give glory [to You}.

Orte kamAOeg mog tov Odvatov, 11 Cwn 1 abdvatog, tote TOV AdNV
EVEKQWOAg TN aotear) t¢ Oeodtntog Ote d¢ kal TOUG TeOVEWTAS €K TV
kataxOoviwv avéotnoag, maocat ait Avvapelg Twv émovpaviowv ékpavyalov:
Zwodota, XpLoté 0 Oeog Nuwv, d6Ea oot
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CONSTRUCTION MANAGER FOR PHASE 2 HIRED. Recently, the
Parish Council, acting on the recommendation of the Building Committee, hired Joel
Josehart as construction manager to coordinate and oversee the completion of the
interior of the new cathedral. We are in the process of interviewing contractors for the
work. Joel will help us transition from contractors who built the exterior and bring to a
conclusion some pending matters, as the garage. Meanwhile, the Capital Campaign
Committee has resumed its task of raising the funds to complete the project. The
Cathedral already has on hand the $1.5 million bequest by the late Sam George as well
as money from the paver project... As a community, we've been through much,
especially when we lost everything to the earthquake, back in 1989. But, we’ve bounced
back. It wasn't easy, but we did it, because we have faith, we have hope, and we have
unity. So, too, we will weather this pandemic and return to a so called “new normal,” —
i.e. a community where we may do things a little differently, but with the same strong
faith in God. After all, it is for Him, in Him, and through Him that we continue to exist
at all. Praise God for the Gift of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we are
given the faith and the vision to rebuild His Church.

LEBRATIN
CEE0EARSS

FOMUNDEDIN 19,

“The Church shall be a home for
Orthodox Christians from every
ethnic and national background. It
shall be a house of prayer for all
humankind, in which the Holy
Name of our Triune God shall be
extolled and all of creation
sanctified.”




