SUNDAY, JULY 2,2023

FOURTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW

DEPOSITION OF THE PRECIOUS ROBE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN BLACHERNAE

EPISTLE READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Apostolic Reading is from
Saint Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews Chapter 9 Verses 1-7: BRETHREN, the first
covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent was
prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread
of the Presence; it is called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain stood a tent
called the Holy of Holies, having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the
covenant covered on all sides with gold, which contained a golden urn holding the
manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; above it were
the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot
now speak in detail. These preparations having thus been made, the priests go
continually into the outer tent, performing their ritual duties; but into the second
only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood
which he offers for himself and for the errors of the people.

GOSPEL READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Gospel Reading is from the
Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew Chapter 8, Verses 5-13: At that time, as
Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching him and
saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress." And he
said to him, "I will come and heal him." But the centurion answered him, "Lord, I
am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only say the word, and my
servant will be healed. For I am a man under authority, with soldiers under me;
and I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,"' and he comes, and to
my slave, 'Do this," and he does it." When Jesus heard him, he marveled, and said
to those who followed him, "Truly, I say to you, not even in Israel have I found
such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and sit at table with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the
kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash
their teeth." And to the centurion Jesus said, "Go; be it done for you as you have
believed." And the servant was healed at that very moment.

STEWARDSHIP: We invite you to prayerfully consider sharing the resources given to you by
God by filling out our Stewardship card and pledge for 2023 today! Cards are available at the
pangari and information wall. “All things are possible to the one who believes in Christ.” Mark 9:23

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP - SAVE THE DATE: We will resume our monthly Men’s Fellowship meetings
on Thursday September 7t following a short break for the summer. The program consists of a social
hour, a short prayer service in the chapel, and dinner followed by a spiritually centered discussion.
These meetings provide a great opportunity for us to reconnect with our friends, our community, and
our faith. Our last two meetings had over three dozen attendees including several men from
neighboring parishes and even inquirers to Orthodox Christianity! The meetings are open to all men
ages 18 and up. If you are interested in joining this new and growing ministry or would like
to RSVP to attend our next event, please contact Jim Rakos at jim.rakos@annunciation.org.

PAVER PROJECT UPDATE: It is a great time to honor your Family for years with a 576 square
inch paver inscribed in our Central Courtyard, which include up to 75 Characters inscribed in 3
lines. Your family will join the other 150 families with inscribed pavers currently in the
courtyard. You will receive a Tax Deduction and your donation will benefit our Annunciation
Cathedral Building Program. There are 3 flexible donation options. Please pick up a brochure at
the "Pangari”, or contact Jim Vorrises, Chair, at 650-464-1616 jim.vorrises@annunciation.org

INTRODUCTION TO ORTHODOXY CLASSES: We provide classes over Zoom for people
who are considering converting to Orthodox Christianity and for Orthodox people who want to
refresh their knowledge of the faith. Please reach out to Alex Kozak
at https://agkozak.com/intro to learn more.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA: Instagram: @the_cathedral_sf, Twitter: @annunciationsf,
Facebook: Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral

Today’s Apolytikion (Dismissal Hymn) is that of Tone Three:

Let all things above in heaven rejoice, and let all things below on earth be glad. With all the
might and strength of His arm, an eternal deed the Lord did perform. Beneath His feet, He has
trampled down death by death, and first-born of the dead has He become. From the depths of
Hades has He delivered us, and to all the world has granted His great redeeming mercy.

Evgoavécbw tax ovpavia, ayaAAdidocbw ta €ntyelx, 6Tt émoinoe kQATog €v Peaxiovi avtov O
Koowog: émamoe 1@ Bavatw tOv 0Avatov, mEWTOTOKOS TWV VEKQWV €YEVETO, €K KOLALaG
Adov €0pV0ATO MUAS KAl TTAQETXE TQ KOOUW TO péYa EAe0G.
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“The Church shall be a home for
Orthodox Christians from every
ethnic and national background. It
shall be a house of prayer for all
humankind, in which the Holy
Name of our Triune God shall be
extolled and all of creation
sanctified.”



