
‭SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2025‬

‭SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN‬ ‭HOLY MARTYRS PETER, DIONYSIUS, ANDREW, PAUL, CHRISTINA, HERACLIUS, PAULINUS, AND BENEDIMUS‬

‭EPISTLE‬‭READING‬‭OF‬‭THE‬‭DAY:‬‭This‬‭morning's‬‭Apostolic‬‭Reading‬‭is‬‭from‬‭the‬‭Acts‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Apostles‬‭Chapter‬
‭11,‬ ‭Verses‬‭19-30:‬‭In‬‭those‬‭days,‬‭those‬‭apostles‬‭who‬‭were‬‭scattered‬‭because‬‭of‬‭the‬‭persecution‬‭that‬‭arose‬‭over‬‭Stephen‬
‭traveled‬‭as‬‭far‬‭as‬‭Phoenicia‬‭and‬‭Cyprus‬‭and‬‭Antioch,‬‭speaking‬‭the‬‭word‬‭to‬‭none‬‭except‬‭Jews.‬‭But‬‭there‬‭were‬‭some‬‭of‬
‭them,‬ ‭men‬ ‭of‬ ‭Cyprus‬ ‭and‬‭Cyrene,‬‭who‬‭on‬‭coming‬‭to‬‭Antioch‬‭spoke‬‭to‬‭the‬‭Greeks‬‭also,‬ ‭preaching‬‭the‬‭Lord‬‭Jesus.‬
‭And‬‭the‬‭hand‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Lord‬‭was‬‭with‬‭them,‬‭and‬‭a‬‭great‬‭number‬‭that‬‭believed‬‭turned‬‭to‬‭the‬‭Lord.‬‭News‬‭of‬‭this‬‭came‬‭to‬
‭the‬‭ears‬‭of‬‭the‬‭church‬‭in‬‭Jerusalem,‬‭and‬‭they‬‭sent‬‭Barnabas‬‭to‬‭Antioch.‬‭When‬‭he‬‭came‬‭and‬‭saw‬‭the‬‭grace‬‭of‬‭God,‬‭he‬
‭was‬‭glad;‬‭and‬‭he‬‭exhorted‬‭them‬‭all‬‭to‬‭remain‬‭faithful‬‭to‬‭the‬‭Lord‬‭with‬‭steadfast‬‭purpose;‬‭for‬‭he‬‭was‬‭a‬‭good‬‭man,‬‭full‬
‭of‬‭the‬‭Holy‬‭Spirit‬ ‭and‬‭of‬‭faith.‬ ‭And‬‭a‬‭large‬‭company‬‭was‬‭added‬‭to‬‭the‬‭Lord.‬‭So‬‭Barnabas‬‭went‬‭to‬‭Tarsus‬‭to‬‭look‬‭for‬
‭Saul;‬ ‭and‬ ‭when‬ ‭he‬ ‭had‬ ‭found‬ ‭him,‬ ‭he‬ ‭brought‬ ‭him‬ ‭to‬ ‭Antioch.‬ ‭For‬ ‭a‬ ‭whole‬‭year‬‭they‬‭met‬‭with‬‭the‬‭church,‬‭and‬
‭taught‬‭a‬‭large‬‭company‬‭of‬‭people;‬‭and‬‭in‬‭Antioch‬‭the‬‭disciples‬‭were‬‭for‬‭the‬‭first‬‭time‬‭called‬‭Christians.‬‭Now‬‭in‬‭these‬
‭days‬‭prophets‬‭came‬‭down‬‭from‬‭Jerusalem‬‭to‬‭Antioch.‬‭And‬‭one‬‭of‬‭them‬‭named‬‭Agabos‬‭stood‬‭up‬‭and‬‭foretold‬‭by‬‭the‬
‭Spirit‬ ‭that‬ ‭there‬ ‭would‬ ‭be‬‭a‬‭great‬‭famine‬‭over‬‭all‬ ‭the‬‭world;‬‭and‬‭this‬‭took‬‭place‬‭in‬‭the‬‭days‬‭of‬‭Claudius.‬ ‭And‬‭the‬
‭disciples‬‭determined,‬‭every‬‭one‬‭according‬‭to‬‭his‬‭ability,‬ ‭to‬‭send‬‭relief‬‭to‬‭the‬‭brethren‬‭who‬‭lived‬‭in‬‭Judea,‬‭and‬‭they‬
‭did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.‬

‭GOSPEL‬‭READING‬‭OF‬‭THE‬‭DAY:‬‭This‬‭morning's‬‭Gospel‬‭Reading‬‭is‬‭from‬‭the‬‭Holy‬‭Gospel‬‭according‬‭to‬‭Saint‬
‭John‬ ‭Chapter‬ ‭4,‬ ‭Verses‬ ‭5-42:‬ ‭At‬ ‭that‬‭time,‬‭Jesus‬‭came‬‭to‬‭a‬‭city‬‭of‬‭Samaria,‬ ‭called‬‭Sychar,‬ ‭near‬‭the‬‭field‬‭that‬‭Jacob‬
‭gave‬‭to‬‭his‬‭son‬‭Joseph.‬‭Jacob's‬‭well‬ ‭was‬‭there,‬‭and‬‭so‬‭Jesus,‬‭wearied‬‭as‬‭he‬‭was‬‭with‬‭his‬‭journey,‬‭sat‬‭down‬‭beside‬‭the‬
‭well.‬ ‭It‬‭was‬‭about‬‭the‬‭sixth‬‭hour.There‬‭came‬‭a‬‭woman‬‭of‬‭Samaria‬‭to‬‭draw‬‭water.‬‭Jesus‬‭said‬‭to‬‭her,‬‭"Give‬‭me‬‭a‬‭drink."‬
‭For‬‭his‬‭disciples‬‭had‬‭gone‬‭away‬‭into‬‭the‬‭city‬‭to‬‭buy‬‭food.‬‭The‬‭Samaritan‬‭woman‬‭said‬‭to‬‭him,‬‭"How‬‭is‬‭it‬‭that‬‭you,‬‭a‬
‭Jew,‬ ‭ask‬‭a‬‭drink‬‭of‬‭me,‬‭a‬‭woman‬‭of‬‭Samaria?"‬‭For‬‭Jews‬‭have‬‭no‬‭dealings‬‭with‬‭Samaritans.‬ ‭Jesus‬‭answered‬‭her,‬ ‭"If‬
‭you‬‭knew‬‭the‬‭gift‬ ‭of‬‭God,‬‭and‬‭who‬‭it‬ ‭is‬ ‭that‬‭is‬ ‭saying‬‭to‬‭you,‬‭'Give‬‭me‬‭a‬‭drink,'‬‭you‬‭would‬‭have‬‭asked‬‭him‬‭and‬‭he‬
‭would‬‭have‬‭given‬‭you‬‭living‬‭water."‬ ‭The‬‭woman‬‭said‬‭to‬‭him,‬‭"Sir,‬ ‭you‬‭have‬‭nothing‬‭to‬‭draw‬‭with,‬‭and‬‭the‬‭well‬‭is‬
‭deep;‬‭where‬‭do‬‭you‬‭get‬‭that‬‭living‬‭water?‬‭Are‬‭you‬‭greater‬‭than‬‭our‬‭father‬‭Jacob,‬‭who‬‭gave‬‭us‬‭the‬‭well,‬‭and‬‭drank‬
‭from‬‭it‬ ‭himself,‬ ‭and‬‭his‬‭sons,‬ ‭and‬‭his‬‭cattle?"‬‭Jesus‬‭said‬‭to‬‭her,‬‭"Everyone‬‭who‬‭drinks‬‭of‬‭this‬‭water‬‭will‬‭thirst‬‭again,‬
‭but‬‭whoever‬‭drinks‬‭of‬‭the‬‭water‬‭that‬‭I‬ ‭shall‬ ‭give‬‭him‬‭will‬‭never‬‭thirst;‬‭the‬‭water‬‭that‬‭I‬‭shall‬‭give‬‭him‬‭will‬‭become‬‭in‬
‭him‬ ‭a‬ ‭spring‬ ‭of‬ ‭water‬ ‭welling‬ ‭up‬‭to‬‭eternal‬‭life."‬ ‭The‬‭woman‬‭said‬‭to‬‭him,‬‭"Sir,‬ ‭give‬‭me‬‭this‬‭water,‬ ‭that‬‭I‬ ‭may‬‭not‬
‭thirst,‬ ‭nor‬‭come‬‭here‬‭to‬‭draw."Jesus‬‭said‬‭to‬‭her,‬‭"Go,‬‭call‬‭your‬‭husband,‬‭and‬‭come‬‭here."‬‭The‬‭woman‬‭answered‬‭him,‬
‭"I‬ ‭have‬‭no‬‭husband."‬‭Jesus‬‭said‬‭to‬‭her,‬‭"You‬‭are‬‭right‬‭in‬‭saying,‬‭'I‬‭have‬‭no‬‭husband';‬‭for‬‭you‬‭have‬‭had‬‭five‬‭husbands,‬
‭and‬‭he‬‭whom‬‭you‬‭now‬‭have‬‭is‬‭not‬‭your‬‭husband;‬‭this‬‭you‬‭said‬‭truly."‬‭The‬‭woman‬‭said‬‭to‬‭him,‬‭"Sir,‬‭I‬‭perceive‬‭that‬
‭you‬ ‭are‬ ‭a‬ ‭prophet.‬ ‭Our‬ ‭fathers‬ ‭worshiped‬ ‭on‬ ‭this‬ ‭mountain;‬ ‭and‬ ‭you‬ ‭say‬‭that‬‭Jerusalem‬‭is‬‭the‬‭place‬‭where‬‭men‬
‭ought‬‭to‬‭worship."‬‭Jesus‬‭said‬‭to‬‭her,‬ ‭"Woman,‬‭believe‬‭me,‬‭the‬‭hour‬‭is‬‭coming‬‭when‬‭neither‬‭on‬‭this‬‭mountain‬‭nor‬‭in‬
‭Jerusalem‬ ‭will‬ ‭you‬ ‭worship‬ ‭the‬ ‭Father.‬ ‭You‬ ‭worship‬ ‭what‬ ‭you‬ ‭do‬ ‭not‬ ‭know;‬ ‭we‬ ‭worship‬ ‭what‬ ‭we‬ ‭know,‬ ‭for‬
‭salvation‬‭is‬‭from‬‭the‬‭Jews.‬‭But‬‭the‬‭hour‬‭is‬ ‭coming,‬‭and‬‭now‬‭is,‬‭when‬‭the‬‭true‬‭worshipers‬‭will‬‭worship‬‭the‬‭Father‬‭in‬
‭spirit‬ ‭and‬‭truth,‬‭for‬‭such‬‭the‬‭Father‬‭seeks‬‭to‬‭worship‬‭him.‬‭God‬‭is‬‭spirit,‬‭and‬‭those‬‭who‬‭worship‬‭him‬‭must‬‭worship‬‭in‬
‭spirit‬ ‭and‬ ‭truth."‬ ‭The‬ ‭woman‬ ‭said‬ ‭to‬ ‭him,‬‭"I‬ ‭know‬‭that‬‭the‬‭Messiah‬‭is‬‭coming‬‭(he‬‭who‬‭is‬‭called‬‭Christ);‬ ‭when‬‭he‬
‭comes, he will show us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He."‬‭continued‬‭->‬

‭40‬ ‭DAY‬‭BLESSING:‬ ‭Today‬‭we‬‭welcome‬‭Shea‬‭Michael‬‭Cushnahan‬‭to‬‭the‬‭Cathedral‬‭for‬‭his‬‭40‬‭Day‬‭Blessing.‬‭Να‬‭ζήσει‬‭το‬‭παιδί!‬
‭Long life to the child!‬

‭AHEPA‬‭SUNDAY‬‭AND‬‭ARTOKLASIA‬‭:‬ ‭Today‬‭is‬ ‭the‬ ‭day‬‭set‬‭aside‬‭by‬‭our‬‭Archdiocese‬‭as‬‭AHEPA‬‭Sunday:‬‭"‬‭Today‬‭we‬‭honor‬‭the‬
‭Order‬ ‭of‬ ‭AHEPA's‬‭legacy‬‭of‬‭compassion‬‭and‬‭service‬‭by‬‭observing‬‭AHEPA‬‭Sunday‬‭and‬‭offering‬‭our‬‭gratitude‬‭to‬‭the‬‭members‬‭of‬‭the‬‭AHEPA‬
‭family.‬‭”‬ ‭The‬ ‭Artoklasia‬ ‭service‬ ‭held‬ ‭today,‬ ‭May‬‭18th‬ ‭in‬ ‭church‬‭is‬ ‭offered‬‭by‬ ‭our‬ ‭AHEPA‬ ‭and‬ ‭Daughters‬ ‭of‬ ‭Penelope‬ ‭family.‬
‭The‬ ‭AHEPA‬‭family‬ ‭works‬‭to‬‭promote‬‭the‬‭Hellenic‬‭ideals‬‭of‬‭education,‬‭philanthropy,‬‭civic‬‭responsibility,‬‭family,‬‭and‬‭individual‬
‭excellence through community service and volunteerism globally."‬

‭PARISH‬ ‭COUNCIL‬ ‭MEETING:‬ ‭Today‬ ‭our‬ ‭Parish‬ ‭Council‬ ‭will‬ ‭gather‬ ‭and‬ ‭meet‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭Conference‬ ‭Room‬‭following‬‭Divine‬
‭Liturgy to discuss all ongoing matters at the Cathedral.‬

‭STEWARDSHIP:‬ ‭Stewardship‬‭is‬‭the‬‭foundation‬‭of‬‭everything‬‭we‬‭do‬‭as‬‭a‬‭parish.‬‭It‬‭supports‬‭our‬‭ministries,‬‭programs,‬‭outreach,‬
‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭care‬ ‭and‬ ‭maintenance‬ ‭of‬ ‭our‬ ‭beloved‬‭Cathedral.‬ ‭Your‬ ‭commitment‬ ‭is‬ ‭vital‬ ‭to‬ ‭sustaining‬‭our‬ ‭work.‬ ‭Pledge‬‭cards‬ ‭are‬
‭available‬ ‭to‬ ‭complete‬ ‭a‬ ‭Stewardship‬‭card‬‭for‬ ‭2025‬ ‭TODAY.‬ ‭Together‬ ‭we‬‭can‬‭continue‬‭to‬ ‭build‬ ‭a‬ ‭parish‬ ‭that‬ ‭honors‬ ‭our‬ ‭faith,‬
‭supports our families, and serves as a beacon of Orthodoxy for the San Francisco Bay Area.‬

‭AN‬‭INVITATION‬‭TO‬‭HOST‬‭COFFEE‬‭HOUR:‬ ‭As‬ ‭part‬ ‭of‬ ‭our‬ ‭revitalized‬‭coffee‬ ‭hour‬ ‭program,‬ ‭we’re‬‭calling‬‭on‬‭all‬‭ministries,‬
‭organizations,‬ ‭and‬‭our‬‭parishioners‬‭(individually‬‭or‬‭in‬‭teams!)‬‭to‬‭sign‬‭up‬‭to‬‭host‬‭one‬‭or‬‭more‬‭coffee‬‭hours‬‭over‬‭the‬‭course‬‭of‬‭the‬
‭new‬ ‭year.‬ ‭We’ll‬ ‭supply‬ ‭the‬ ‭coffee/‬ ‭cream/‬ ‭sugar,‬ ‭tablecloths,‬ ‭napkins,‬ ‭utensils‬ ‭–‬ ‭and‬‭you‬‭supply‬ ‭the‬ ‭goodies‬ ‭(e.g.,‬ ‭pastries,‬
‭donuts,‬ ‭bagels,‬ ‭small‬ ‭sandwiches,‬ ‭fruit/vegetable/cheese‬ ‭platters‬ ‭and‬ ‭assorted‬ ‭dips,‬ ‭or‬ ‭other‬ ‭similar‬ ‭items).‬ ‭We’re‬ ‭currently‬
‭seeking‬ ‭hosts‬ ‭for‬ ‭the‬ ‭month‬ ‭of‬ ‭June‬ ‭(1‬‭st‬‭,‬ ‭8‬‭th‬‭,‬ ‭15‬‭th‬‭,‬ ‭22‬‭nd‬‭,‬ ‭and‬ ‭29‬‭th‬‭).‬ ‭Please‬ ‭reach‬ ‭out‬ ‭to‬ ‭Irene‬ ‭Melitas‬
‭(‬‭irene.melitas@annunciation.org‬‭, or, 925.212.8561)‬‭to sign-up and learn more.‬

‭COMMUNITY‬‭KITCHEN:‬ ‭Every‬ ‭third‬ ‭Tuesday‬‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭month,‬ ‭we‬‭come‬‭together‬ ‭to‬ ‭prepare,‬ ‭serve,‬ ‭and‬‭share‬‭a‬‭hot‬‭meal‬‭with‬
‭those‬ ‭in‬ ‭our‬ ‭neighborhood.‬ ‭Our‬ ‭next‬ ‭gathering‬‭will‬ ‭take‬ ‭place‬ ‭Tuesday,‬‭May‬‭20.‬‭If‬‭you‬‭would‬‭like‬‭to‬‭volunteer,‬‭please‬‭sign‬‭up‬
‭at‬ ‭www.annunciation.org/ck-signup‬‭.‬ ‭If‬ ‭you‬‭are‬ ‭unable‬ ‭to‬ ‭volunteer‬ ‭but‬ ‭would‬‭like‬ ‭to‬ ‭support‬ ‭this‬ ‭important‬ ‭ministry,‬ ‭please‬
‭consider making a financial donation at‬ ‭www.annunciation.org/ck-donate‬

‭Gospel‬ ‭continued:‬ ‭Just‬ ‭then‬‭his‬ ‭disciples‬‭came.‬ ‭They‬‭marveled‬‭that‬ ‭he‬‭was‬‭talking‬‭with‬‭a‬‭woman,‬‭but‬‭none‬‭said,‬‭"What‬
‭do‬‭you‬‭wish?"‬ ‭or,‬ ‭"Why‬‭are‬‭you‬‭talking‬‭with‬‭her?"‬‭So‬‭the‬‭woman‬‭left‬‭her‬‭water‬‭jar,‬‭and‬‭went‬‭away‬‭into‬‭the‬‭city‬‭and‬‭said‬
‭to‬‭the‬‭people,‬ ‭"Come,‬ ‭see‬‭a‬ ‭man‬‭who‬‭told‬‭me‬‭all‬ ‭that‬ ‭I‬ ‭ever‬‭did.‬ ‭Can‬‭this‬ ‭be‬‭the‬‭Christ?"‬‭They‬‭went‬‭out‬‭of‬‭the‬‭city‬‭and‬
‭were‬‭coming‬‭to‬‭him.‬‭Meanwhile‬‭the‬‭disciples‬‭besought‬‭him,‬‭saying‬‭"Rabbi,‬‭eat."‬‭But‬‭he‬‭said‬‭to‬‭them,‬‭"I‬‭have‬‭food‬‭to‬‭eat‬
‭of‬ ‭which‬‭you‬‭do‬‭not‬ ‭know."‬ ‭So‬‭the‬‭disciples‬‭said‬‭to‬‭one‬‭another,‬ ‭"Has‬‭anyone‬‭brought‬‭him‬‭food?"‬‭Jesus‬‭said‬‭to‬‭them,‬
‭"My‬‭food‬‭is‬ ‭to‬ ‭do‬‭the‬‭will‬ ‭of‬ ‭him‬‭who‬‭sent‬‭me,‬‭and‬‭to‬‭accomplish‬‭his‬‭work.‬‭Do‬‭you‬‭not‬‭say,‬‭'There‬‭are‬‭yet‬‭four‬‭months,‬
‭then‬‭comes‬‭the‬‭harvest'?‬ ‭I‬ ‭tell‬ ‭you,‬ ‭lift‬ ‭up‬‭your‬‭eyes,‬‭and‬‭see‬‭how‬‭the‬‭fields‬‭are‬‭already‬‭white‬‭for‬‭harvest.‬‭He‬‭who‬‭reaps‬
‭receives‬‭wages,‬ ‭and‬‭gathers‬‭fruit‬‭for‬‭eternal‬‭life,‬‭so‬‭that‬‭sower‬‭and‬‭reaper‬‭may‬‭rejoice‬‭together.‬‭For‬‭here‬‭the‬‭saying‬‭holds‬
‭true,‬ ‭'One‬ ‭sows‬‭and‬‭another‬‭reaps.'‬ ‭I‬ ‭sent‬ ‭you‬‭to‬‭reap‬‭that‬ ‭for‬ ‭which‬‭you‬‭did‬‭not‬ ‭labor;‬ ‭others‬‭have‬‭labored,‬ ‭and‬‭you‬
‭have‬‭entered‬‭into‬‭their‬ ‭labor."‬ ‭Many‬‭Samaritans‬‭from‬‭that‬ ‭city‬‭believed‬‭in‬‭him‬‭because‬‭of‬ ‭the‬‭woman's‬‭testimony.‬‭"He‬
‭told‬‭me‬‭all‬ ‭that‬ ‭I‬ ‭ever‬‭did."‬ ‭So‬‭when‬‭the‬‭Samaritans‬‭came‬‭to‬‭him,‬‭they‬‭asked‬‭him‬‭to‬‭stay‬‭with‬‭them;‬‭and‬‭he‬‭stayed‬‭there‬
‭two‬‭days.‬ ‭And‬‭many‬‭more‬‭believed‬‭because‬‭of‬‭his‬‭word.‬‭They‬‭said‬‭to‬‭the‬‭woman,‬‭"It‬‭is‬‭no‬‭longer‬‭because‬‭of‬‭your‬‭words‬
‭that we believe, for we have heard ourselves, and we know that this is indeed Christ the Savior of the world."‬
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