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Christ 38 Born: Glorifo Nim:

his is how the Christmas Katavasies begin.

They declare that Christ is born, i.e. the Mes-

siah is born in the flesh (Messiah is Hebrew for

Christ, which means “the Annointed One”).
Glorify Him is the response to the decla-
ration. The feast is known as Christmas.
In Greek, it is Cristouvgenna (Christou-
genna), which means “Christ’s Birth.”
That’s why it is also known as the Nativ-
ity.

As we know, the early Church did
not celebrate the Birth of Christ on De-
cember 25th. For that matter, it did not
celebrate the Birth of Christ as a sepa-
rate holiday, period. Rather, next to the
Great Feast of Pascha (the Resurrection
of Christ), it celebrated the coming of the
Messiah on the day known as Theophany
or Epiphany, that is, on January 6. This is
when we celebrate the Baptism of Christ
and the manifestation of God as Trinity. All four Gospels
record that as soon as Jesus was baptized, the Father’s voice
is heard saying “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased: listen to him.” The Son (Jesus Christ, the sec-
ond Person of the Holy Trinity) is in the Jordan River be-
ing baptized by John the Baptist. And the Holy Spirit (the
third Person of the Holy Trinity) is seen in the form of a
dove. Three Persons...Father, Son, Holy Spirit...One God.

Christmas, as a separate Feast, developed over time un-
til, by the fourth century, it replaced the pagan festivals hon-
oring the sun. The Christmas apolytikion (dismissal hymn)
makes reference to this, as it proclaims Christ to be the “sun
of righteousness.” The term is used by the prophet Malachi
(4:2). In fact, the entire Feast of Christmas is rooted in the
Scriptures, both in the Old and in the New Testaments.
The icon, shown above, depicts the words of the Scriptures,
as it shows the Theotokos (the God Bearer, Mary) lying in
a cave, with the child lying in a manger (where they kept
the animals). Above her, on our left, to her right, is the

heavenly host proclaiming the divine Birth (Luke, chapter
2). To her immediate right are the Wise men (Matthew,
chapter 2). Below the cave, to our right, are the shepherds,
responding to the angels’ invitation, “Let us go and see this
thing that has come to pass...” (Luke
2:15). And, on our left, there is Joseph,
“pondering these things...” (Matthew
1:20). After all, Mary gives birth to Jesus
without sexual relations. Joseph is not
even married to her. They are engaged to
be married, but they are not married. This
is why the Church remembers Joseph as
“the Betrothed.” The Birth of Christ be-
gins a New Era. Think about it: God has
become Man! As the Gospel writer John
puts it: “For God so loved the world that
He gave His only Begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
The birth of Jesus makes everlasting life

TEHHHE

possible!

Christmas at the Cathedral will celebrated in a num-
ber of ways. On Sunday, December 13, the children of our
Sunday School will present a program, following the Di-
vine Liturgy. On Sunday, December 20, the Sunday Before
the Nativity, the Gospel according to Matthew will be read
(chapter 1, verses 1-25), incorporating both the genealogy
of Jesus and the story of the Birth of Christ. On Thurs-
day, December 24, the Great Hours of Christmas will be
celebrated, beginning at 9 a.m. They will be followed by
Great Vespers and the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great.
On Friday, Christmas Day, the Orthros will begin at 9 a.m.
and will be followed by the Divine Liturgy of St. John
Chrysostom, to be celebrated by His Eminence Met-
ropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco. The Cathedral
cordially invites all of its faithful to participate in the wor-
ship services of the Church, as we glorify Him, who was
born for our salvation. Let us worship together.




ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH’S VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES:
A TIME OF SPECIAL BLESSINGS

he recent visit of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew to the United States
was for all of us a time of special blessing. As reported in the November Her-
ald, His All Holiness came to the United States where he presided over an
Environmental Symposium organized by the Ecumenical Patriarchate along
the banks of the Mississippi River, (specifically, in New Orleans). While in the Unit-
ed States, the Ecumenical Patriarch published an opinion article in the Wall Street
Journal and spoke to the Brookings Institution. Below are the article and the speech,
reprinted here because they convey our unique Orthodox Christian perspective about
the environment. In the end, the Patriarchate’s message is not just about global warm-
ing or the recovery of our waterways, but of the connection of the creation to the
Creator, the saving message of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ. It is a message
fully grounded in the theology of the Church and, as such, is of special importance for

us, as Orthodox Christians. It is a message well worth hearing, and heeding.

OUR INDIVISIBLE ENVIRONMENT: ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
WRITES IN THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

f life is sacred, so is the en-

tire web that sustains it,

wrote Ecumenical Patriarch

Bartholomew in an opin-
ion article printed in the Wall Street
Journal on October 25. Last week, the
article continues, 200 leaders in the
environmental movement gathered
in New Orleans for the eighth eco-
logical symposium organized by the
Orthodox Christian Church. Partici-
pants included leading scientists and
theologians, politicians and policy
makers, business leaders and NGOs,
environmentalists and journalists.
Similar conferences have taken place
on the Adriatic, Aegean, Baltic, and
Black Seas, the Danube and Amazon
Rivers, and the Arctic Ocean. This
time we sailed the mighty Mississippi
to consider its profound impact on the
U.S. and its fate within the global en-
vironment.

[t may seem out of character for a
sacred institution to convene a con-
ference on so secular an issue. After
all, Jesus counseled us to “Render
unto Caesar the things that are Cae-
sar’s, and unto God the things that are
God’s” (Mark 12:17). Climate change,

pollution and the exploitation of our
natural resources are commonly seen
as the domain not of priests but rather
of politicians, scientists, technocrats
or interest groups organized by con-
cerned citizens. What does preserving
the planet have to do with saving the
soul?

A lot, as it turns out. For if life is
sacred, so is the entire web that sus-
tains it. Some of those connections—
the effects of over-harvesting on the
fish populations of the North Atlan-
tic, for example—we understand very
well. Others, such as the long-term
health impacts of industrialization,
we understand less well. But no one
doubts that there is a connection and
balance among all things animate and
inanimate on this third planet from
the Sun, and that there is a cost or
benefit whenever we tamper with that
balance.

Moreover, just as God is indivis-
ible, so too is our global environment.
The molecules of water that comprise
the great North Atlantic are neither
European nor American. The parti-
cles of atmosphere above the United

Kingdom are neither Labour nor Tory.
There can be no double vision, no du-
alistic worldview. Faith communities
and nonbelievers alike must focus on
the common issue of the survival of
our planet. The natural environment
unites us in ways that transcend doc-
trinal differences.

This is not to negate the need for
action by nations, both individually
and in concert with other nations.
Quite the contrary—they are vital.
The Obama administration has com-
mitted the United States to a 50%
reduction in greenhouse gases by the
year 2050. And there are growing ex-
pectations that meaningful progress
can be made in the United Nations
Climate Change Conference sched-
uled to take place in Copenhagen this
December. There are in fact many
promising developments on the polit-
ical front. But it would be a mistake to
treat human impact on the environ-
ment simply as a political issue. Not
only does it have a profoundly spiri-
tual dimension, as we have shown,
but that spiritual dimension offers a
huge additional lever that can be used
to motivate our brothers and sisters




around the world to take action on
this critical issue.

This is why we call upon leaders
of all faiths to involve themselves and
their communities in one of the great
issues of our time. Ours is a powerful
voice. And our belief in the unity and
interconnectedness of all things con-
stitutes a strong argument for immedi-

ate action.

Is this an issue for Caesar or
for God? We believe it must be ap-
proached in both its political and
spiritual dimensions. Climate change
will only be overcome when all of
us—scientists and politicians, theolo-
gians and economists, specialists and
lay citizens—cooperate for the com-

mon good.

The Ecumenical Patriarch
is the spiritual leader of 300 mil-
lion Orthodox Christians. He is
the author of “Encountering the
Mystery” (Doubleday) and “In
the World, Yet Not of the World”
(Fordham).

ADDRESS OF HIS ALL HOLINESS ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
BARTHOLOMEW AT THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION ON
NOVEMBER 4, 2009, WASHINGTON, D.C.

t is a pleasure and a privi-

lege to address members

and guests of this renowned

center of political study
and thought. At first glance, it may
appear strange for the leader of a re-
ligious institution concerned with
spiritual values to speak about the
environment at a secular institution
that deals with public policy. What
exactly does preserving the planet or
promoting democracy have to do with
saving the soul or helping the poor?
It is commonly assumed that ecologi-
cal issues — global climate change and
the exploitation of nature’s resources
— are matters that concern politicians,
scientists, technocrats, and interest
groups.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate is
certainly no worldly institution. It
wields no political authority; it leads
by example and by persuasion. And
so the preoccupation of the Orthodox
Christian Church and, in particular,
her highest spiritual authority, the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, with the en-
vironmental crisis will probably come
to many people as a surprise. But it is
neither surprising nor unnatural with-
in the context of Orthodox Christian
spirituality.

Indeed, it is now exactly twenty
years since our revered predeces-
sor, Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios,

sparked the ecological initiatives of
our Church by issuing the first en-
cyclical encouraging our faithful
throughout the world to pray for and
preserve the natural environment. His
exhortation was subsequently heeded

by the member churches of the World
Council of Churches.

What, then, does preserving the
planet have to do with saving the
soul? Let us begin to sketch an answer
by quoting an Orthodox Christian lit-
erary giant, Fyodor Dostoevsky, echo-
ing the profound mysticism of Isaac
the Syrian in the seventh century
through Staretz Zossima in The Broth-
ers Karamazov:

Love all God’s creation, the whole
of it and every grain of sand. Love ev-
ery leaf, every ray of God’s light! If you
love everything, you will perceive the
divine mystery in things. Everything
is like an ocean, I tell you, flowing and
coming into contact with everything
else: touch it in one place and it rever-
berates at the other end of the world.!"

This passage illustrates why, with
respect to the priority and urgency of
environmental issues, we do not per-
ceive any sharp line of distinction be-
tween the pulpit and this lectern. One
of our greatest goals has always been
to weave together the seemingly dis-
parate threads of issues related to hu-

man life with those related to the nat-
ural environment and climate change.
For as we read the mystical teachings
of the Eastern Church, these form a
single fabric, a seamless garment that
connects every aspect and detail of
this created world to the Creator God
that we worship.

For how can we possibly separate
the intellectual goals of this institution
—namely, the advancement of democ-
racy, the promotion of social welfare,
and the security of international co-
operation — from the inspirational pur-
pose of the church to pray, as we do
in every Orthodox service, “for the
peace of the whole world,” “for favor-
able weather, an abundance of the
fruit of the earth,” and “for the safety
of all those who suffer”?

Over the past two decades of our
ministry, we have come to appreciate
that one of the most valuable lesson to
be gained from the ecological crisis is
neither the political implications nor
the personal consequences. Rather,
this crisis reminds us of the connec-
tions that we seem to have forgotten
between previously unrelated areas of

life.

It is a kind of miracle, really, and
you don’t have to be a believer to ac-
nowledge that. For, the environmen
knowledge that. For, th t

(continued on next page)
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unites us in ways that transcend reli-
gious and philosophical differences
as well as political and cultural dif-
ferences. Paradoxically, the more we
harm the environment, the more the
environment proves that we are all
connected.

The global connections that we
must inevitably recognize between
previously unrelated areas of life in-
clude the need to discern connections
between the faith communities. We
must also perceive the connections
between all diverse disciplines; climate
change can only be overcome when
scientists and activists cooperate for a
common cause. And, finally, we can
no longer ignore the connections in
our hearts between the political and the
personal; the survival of our planet
depends largely on how we translate
traditional faith into personal values
and, by extension, into political ac-
tion.

That is why the Orthodox Church
has been a prime mover in a series of
inter-disciplinary and interfaith eco-
logical symposia held on the Adriatic,
Aegean, Baltic, and Black Seas, along
the Amazon and Danube Rivers, as
well as on the Arctic Ocean. The last
of these symposia concluded only a
few days ago in New Orleans, seek-
ing ways to restore the balance of the
great Mississippi River.

The mention of New Orleans
brings to mind another truth. Not
only are we all connected in a seam-
less web of existence on this third
planet from the Sun, but there are
profound analogies between the way
we treat the earth’s natural resources
and the attitude we have toward the
disadvantaged. Sadly, our willingness
to exploit the one reflects our willing-
ness to exploit the other. There can-
not be distinct ways of looking at the
environment, the poor, and God.

This is one of the reasons why we
selected New Orleans as the site of our
latest symposium; and this is why our
visit there was in fact the second since
the devastation of Hurricane Katrina.
There, images of poverty abound, too
close for comfort. We witnessed them
in August of 2005 on the Gulf of Mex-
ico; they are still evident over four
years later — not only sealed forever
in our memory, but soiling the Ward
9 to this day! How could the most
powerful nation on earth appear so
powerless in the face of such catastro-
phe? Certainly not because of lack of
resources. Perhaps because of what St.
Seraphim of Sarov once called “lack
of firm resolve.”

The truth is that we tend — some-
what conveniently — to forget situ-
ations of poverty and suffering. And
yet, we must learn to open up our
worldview; we must no longer remain
trapped within our limited, restricted
point of view; we must be susceptible
to a fuller, global vision. Tragically, we
appear to be caught up in selfish life-
styles that repeatedly ignore the con-
straints of nature, which are neither
deniable nor negotiable. We must re-
learn the sense of connectedness. For
we will ultimately be judged by the
tenderness with which we respond to
human beings and to nature.

Surely one area of common
ground, where all people of good will
— of all political persuasion and every
social background — can agree is the
need to respond to those who suffer.
Even if we cannot — or refuse to —
agree on the root causes and human
impact on environmental degrada-
tion; even if we cannot — or refuse to —
agree about what would define success
in sustainable development, no one
would doubt that the consequences
of climate change on the poor and
disadvantaged is unacceptable. Such
denial would be inhumane at the very
least and politically disadvantageous
at worst.

Of course, poverty is not merely a
local phenomenon; it is also a global
reality. It applies to the situation that
has existed for so long in such coun-
tries as China, India, and Brazil? To
put it simply, someone in the “third-
world,” is the most impacted person
on the planet; yet, that person’s re-
sponsibility is incomparably minute:
what that person does for mere sur-
vival neither parallels nor rivals our
actions in the “first-world.”

Many argue that the wealthy na-
tions of the West became so by ex-
ploiting the environment — they pol-
luted rivers and oceans, razed forests,
destroyed habitats, and poisoned the
atmosphere. But now that that the
poorer nations are developing and
improving the quality of life for their
citizens — like the West did during the
19th and 20th centuries — all of a sud-
den the rules are being changed and
developing nations are being asked
to make sacrifices the nations of the
West never made as they were devel-
oping. They are being asked to reduce
their impact on the environment — in
other words, to curb their develop-
ment. They are being asked to drive
fewer cars, consume less oil, build
fewer factories, raze fewer forests, and
harm fewer habitats — all in the name
of protecting the environment.

Brothers and sisters — this sim-
ply cannot be. Not only is it unfair
to ask the developing nations to sac-
rifice when the West does not — it is
futile. They care not what we say —
they watch what we do. And if we are
unwilling to make sacrifices, we have
no moral authority to ask others, who
have not tasted the fruits of develop-
ment and wealth, to make sacrifices.

Fortunately, the West, and in par-
ticular America, is now showing that it
recognizes this “inconvenient truth” —
that if we are to save our planet, sacri-

fices must be made by all. The Obama

administration, as you know, has been




very active in this regard. The Presi-
dent has signed an Executive Order
challenging government agencies to
set 2020 greenhouse reduction goals,
and using the government’s $500 bil-
lion per year in purchasing power to
encourage development of energy-
efficient products and services.

There are also many promising
developments at the global level. Rep-
resentatives of the 16 countries that
emit the highest levels of greenhouse
gases met recently in London to dis-
cuss the amount of aid they will give
less-developed nations to help them
adopt cleaner energy technology. And
there are growing expectations that
meaningful progress can be made as a
result of the United Nations Climate
Change Conference scheduled to take
place in Copenhagen next month.

Sacrifices will have to be made by
all. Unfortunately, people normally
perceive sacrifice as loss or surrender.
Yet, the root meaning of the word has
less to do with “going without” and
more to do with “making sacred.” Just
as pollution has profound spiritual
connotations, related to the destruc-
tion of creation when disconnected
from its Creator, so too sacrifice is the
necessary corrective for reducing the
world to a commodity to be exploit-
ed by our selfish appetites. When we
sacrifice, we render the world sacred,
recognizing it as a gift from above to
be shared with all humanity — if not
equally, then at least justly. Sacrifice is
ultimately an expression of gratitude
(for what we enjoy) and humility (for
what we must share).

For our part, in addition to our
international ecological symposia,
the Orthodox Church has decided
to establish a center for environment
and peace. Hitherto, the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate has endeavored to
raise regional and global awareness on
the urgency of preserving the natural
environment and promoting inter-

religious dialogue and understanding.
Henceforth, the emphasis will be edu-
cational — on the regional and inter-
national levels.

The Center for Environment
and Peace is planned to be housed in
a historical orphanage, on Biiyiikada,
one of the Princess Islands near Istan-
bul. The building was once the larg-
est and most beautiful wooden edifice
in Europe, and it will embody a new
direction in the initiatives of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate. Whereas the
orphanage was at one time forcibly
closed by Turkish authorities in an act
of religious intolerance, it is highly ex-
pected to be returned to the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate through a just process
in the European Court of Human
Rights, which ruled in favor of return-
ing this historic property of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate. The purpose of
the Center will be to translate theory
into practice, providing educational
resources to advance ecological trans-
formation and interfaith tolerance.

The Center will focus on climate
change and the related changes need-
ed in human behavior and ethics. It
will serve as a source of inspiration
and awareness for resolving religious
issues related to the environment and
peace, in cooperation with universi-
ties, and policy centers on both local
and international levels.

Dear friends, as we humbly learned
very early on, and as we have repeat-
edly stressed throughout our ministry
over the last twenty years, the envi-
ronment is not only a political issue;
it is also — indeed, it is primarily — a
spiritual issue. Moreover, it directly
affects all of us in the most personal
and the most tangible manner. We
can no longer afford to be passive ob-
servers in this crucial debate.

In 2002, at the conclusion of the
Adriatic Symposium, together with
His Holiness, the late Pope John Paul

II, we signed a declaration in Ven-
ice that proclaimed in optimism and
prayer. Our conclusion was that:

It is not too late. God’s world has
incredible healing powers. Within a
single generation, we could steer the
earth toward our children’s future. Let
that generation start now.

Because - NYN-O-KAIPOZX--
now is the kairos — the decisive mo-
ment in human history, when we can
truly make a difference.

Because now is the kairos — when
the consciousness of the world is ris-
ing to the challenge.

Because now is the kairos — for us
to save the soul of our planet.

Because now is the kairos — there
is no other day than this day, this
time, this moment.

Indeed, let it start now. May God
bless all of us to bring our labors to
fruition. Thank you.

1 The Brothers Karamozov (Har-
mondsworth UK: Penguin, 1982),
vol. 1, 375-376 376.
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O radiant light of holy glory, the
immortal Father, heavenly and
holy, blessed Jesus Christ. And
now that we have come to the
setting of the sun with all the
light of eventide, we praise You
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
One God. It is worthy at all
times to praise You, with voices
of holy song, O Son of God
and giver of life, the world does
glorify You.

Vesperal Hymn:
O radiant Light, Phos Ilaron




NIBBI BROTHERS CONSTRUCTION ASKED TO PROVIDE PRE-
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

ollowing interviews of three excellent companies, namely Nibbi, Cahill, and Plant, the Cathedral Parish

Council decided to ask Nibbi Brothers Construction to provide pre-construction services for the Cathedral’s

project. This project consists of constructing two levels of below grade parking on the Cathedral’s site at 245

Valencia Street, with a Church above. The Church will be at the level of the Cathedral’s present buildings. It
will feature a worship space on the ground level, accommodating approximately 550, a balcony for the choir, and an adult
baptistery. The main feature will be a dome with a diameter of approximately 45 feet, which will rise some 62 feet above
ground level. The role of contractor providing pre-construction services is to analyze the project and provide an accurate
cost estimate. The various components will be delineated, in terms of scope and costs and, thus, the Parish Council will
develop a proposal to be put before a special Parish Assembly, which will be convened by special letter, to discuss and
approve the project. The proposal will include the scope of the project as well as a fund raising plan. Once we have the
necessary approvals, by the Parish and by the Metropolis, as required by our Archdiocese Regulations, we will proceed to
the construction document phase and apply for a building permit from the San Francisco Planning Department. A prelimi-
nary timetable shows that construction could begin the latter part of 2010 and that we can occupy the new Cathedral by
Christmas, 2012. It is possible that we will have the cost estimates some time in December and a fund raising plan in place
shortly after that. It is conceivable that the special Parish Assembly can be convened in January 2010.

PUTTING TOGETHER A CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

owever much it will cost to build the Cathedral, along with its underground parking component, money

will have to be raised. The Cathedral has approximately $5 million, set aside specifically for this purpose.

The money represents a bequest by the late Anne and Angelo Mountanos, who left the money, not to

the Cathedral, but to the Cathedral Building Fund, expressly for the purpose of building the church. The
rest of the money needed to build will have to be raised. Towards this end, the Parish Council is putting together a Capital
Campaign Committee. The committee will come up with a fund raising plan, which will be put to the Parish Assembly
for its consideration and approval and, then, will implement the plan, i.e. raise the additional money needed to build. If
you would like to assist the Parish by serving on the Capital Campaign Committee, you are invited to speak with Father
Stephen, by calling 415 864-8000, or by e mail, dean@annunciation.org, This undertaking is challenging and historical
at the same time, as it represents a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to build a Greek Orthodox house of faith, to serve the
present generation of faithful, as well as those generations to come.
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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2010 HAS BEGUN!
DECEMBER 6 IS STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

he Cathedral’s 2010 Stew-

ardship Campaign, with

the theme Come and See

(Cf. John 1:46), began on
Sunday, November 15. During the
campaign, which concludes on De-
cember 6, the Sunday homily is of-
fered by a member of the Cathedral’s
Stewardship Committee. On Novem-
ber 15, the homily was offered by Gus
Vouchilas, chairman of the commit-
tee. The text of Gus’ remarks appears
below:

Good morning. | know that many
of you share similar stories to mine
as they relate to the Annunciation
and how it’s been a part of life for
us. Many of us were baptized here,
were involved in Sunday School and
GOYA, were involved with the dance
groups, served as an acolyte during
Divine Liturgies or an angel during
holy week, have served on the Parish
Council, have been involved either
directly or indirectly with Steward-
ship, have participated in Community
Link, have supported the Food Festi-
val, and the list goes on and on. Some
of you are still very involved doing
these very same things. It humbles me
to know that we all are one here and
that we all engage in Stewardship in
very similar ways. Stewardship is not
about what we do or what we give, it is
about what we feel. It is about taking
the time to center ourselves within
the community, within the cathedral,

and with God.

Today marks a very special day
as we begin to consider how we will
center ourselves in these ways for
the coming year and beyond. Today
not only marks the beginning of our
Stewardship reflection for the coming
year; today marks the beginning of our
future here in a new cathedral, today

marks the beginning of our renewal
with Christ, and today marks the con-
tinuance of life’s many unknowns.

The unknowns in life are perhaps
the most challenging things we must
deal with from day to day. It is prob-
ably the fact that the unknowns are
the things we really have no control
over and those things which can cause
us to feel unsettled. They can pervade
our lives to the extent that they keep
us from engaging in the more chal-
lenging and meaningful things — the
things which really are at the essence
of our faith. The daily challenges we
find can unfortunately obscure our
need to seek renewal so that we may
remain rigid in knowing what is right.
Our quest to keep up with life can be
so overwhelming that we can neglect
to seek the faith that guides our inner
selves, we can neglect to connect with
God in a way that we would hope to,
and we can neglect to thank Him for
all of the gifts that he continues to be-
stow upon each of us, time and time
again.

The beginning of each year is an
opportunity to effectively grow within
our faith and to become renewed by
engaging in all that we believe in. It
is an opportunity to look deep inside
and to do what is right. The challenge
is to run with it and to never look

back.
When [ consider the Good Sa-

maritan that was read about in to-
day’s gospel, I would say that there
is not a single individual here who
would have done any differently. Do
any of us think the Good Samaritan
ever questioned what he did or that
he stopped to think about something
else that might have been more im-
portant than saving the man who had
been robbed and beaten? Do any of

us think that the Samaritan thought
about himself first, before helping the
man’? Of course the answer is no. He
didn’t need to and he didn’t want to;
he did what he knew was right and he
never looked back. In fact, he even
had enough faith in what he was do-
ing to offer to come back and pay the
innkeeper for whatever costs might be
incurred while the beaten man was
undergoing recovery. To me, the Sa-
maritan set the example of what Jesus
asks us to do when He asks us to love
they neighbor as thyself. Jesus also
states that YOU SHALL LOVE THE
LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL
YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL
YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL
YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH
ALL YOUR MIND. Within these
words lies the substance, the ousia, of
what Stewardship is and I invite you
today to Come and See — ERXOU
KAI ITHE.

Come and see how faith fulfills us,
come and see what awaits when we
heed the words of Christ and never
look back, come and see how much of
a difference we can make in the lives
of others, come and see what happens
when we set aside life’s unknowns for
what we know and believe, Come and
See how, together, we can make a dif-
ference.

This is the time to mark a new
beginning. Life has never been as
full of challenges and unknowns as
it is during these extremely difficult
times. Yet, I ask what better gift is
there than the gift of love and giv-
ing while expecting nothing in return
with the exception of knowing we are
doing what’s right and never look-
ing back. How wonderful it is to live
on the faith that brought us all here
today to worship Christ together in
this very humble place. This chapel is
like the inn that the Good Samaritan
brought the man to. They each offer
the peace that we all need to endure

(continued on next page)




(continued from previous page)

life’s challenges; they each have heal-
ing aspects, they each bring the hope
that strengthens us and what greater
gift than hope, elpitha, can we actually
search for. Imagine how comforted we
will all be when God provides us with
a Cathedral worthy of his love and
compassion.

To get there will be a challenge.
Each step of the way will be filled with
unknowns; those things that may
feel insurmountable but that we shall
overcome. | say that with confidence
because I believe that each and every
one of us shares in the willingness, in
the wanting, and in the hope that will
make our prayers a reality. The daily
challenges will become only memo-
ries for us. I know that through con-
tinued faith in Christ, we will do this.

In order to begin the process, |
believe that we must look for renew-
al of our faith in Christ and of inner
selves. We must ask ourselves diffi-
cult questions about what we give to
the church, what time we will allow
ourselves to spend here, which of our
personal attributes will we share with
our community, and how will it all
make a difference. My response is that
each and every one of us makes a dif-
ference, just like the Good Samaritan
made a difference for the man in need.
Each of us has something that makes
this community as great as it is. Each
of us finds comfort in being here and
sharing stories, be they happy, sad, or
otherwise. We are a family that finds
joy in our orthodox faith, its tenets,
and its sacraments.

The Cathedral doesn’t thrive
through its walls, ceiling, courtyard,
and halls; it thrives through caring
and faithful hearts. It thrives through
the love that every one of us has for
God and his mercy. It thrives through
knowing that through Christ, any-
thing is possible. It thrives through

the caring souls who keep giving
even when times are hard. It thrives
through the caring hearts that bring
light and love to others. [ know in my
heart that Christ asks us to Come and
See, and to never look back.

Today marks a new dawning for
the Annunciation. We have em-
barked on the future for our children
and grandchildren. We would never
be satisfied without knowing that we
have left a legacy for them to take
pride in and to provide for — that’s
what Stewardship is all about. It’s
about taking care of our past, our pres-
ent, and our future. Stewardship is
about giving from the heart and ex-
pecting nothing in return. It’s about
finding meaning in our lives that is
founded on truth...that truth is Jesus
Christ. I pray that his love will guide
us through our journey together this
coming year, and forever more.

Parishioners of the Annuncia-
tion Cathedral are asked, after prayer-
ful consideration, to complete their
pledged cards for 2010 and bring their
completed pledge cards for 2010
to church on Sunday, December
6. At the conclusion of the Liturgy,
the clergy will place their cards in the
collection plate, followed by the Par-
ish Council, the Philoptochos, other
parish organizations and, finally, by
the remaining congregants. This act
of commitment makes for a strong
symbolic statement. It says, in effect,
“] have come, I see, I believe, and I
support the work of the Church!” A
luncheon will follow, to celebrate the
conclusion of a successful campaign.
The cards are not opened in church,
and the amount of one’s pledge is not
divulged. The pledge is a commitment
between the parishioner and the Lord.
The names of all who pledged will be
acknowledged in the January Herald,
as a way of saying “a job well done...
thank you...now let us continue with
the work which God has entrusted to

us.” For additional information about
the Cathedral’s stewardship program,
please refer to the materials which
were mailed to all parishioners and
friends of the Cathedral during the
month of November. If you wish ad-
ditional copies, please call the Cathe-
dral at 415 864-8000.

NINE RUN FOR
PARISH COUNCIL

ine parishioners of the
Cathedral are running
for Parish Council for
the 2010-2011 term.
There are eight openings. Together
with the seven parishioners who were
elected to a two-year term last year,
15 lay members, along with the Dean,
will constitute the Parish Council for
2010. Of the nine parishioners run-
ning, seven are incumbents (that is,
they currently serve on the Parish
Council) and two are new. The in-
cumbents are: John Coundouris,
Thomas A. Nuris, Nikolas Statho-
poulos, Nicholas Svetcoff, George
Vlahos, James D. Vorrises, and Gus
Vouchilas. The new candidates are:
Andrew Dimitriou and Perri Tsou-
garakis Nager. A required seminar
will be held on Tuesday, December 1
for the new candidates. Elections will
take place on Sunday, December 13,
2009, following the Divine Liturgy.
Absentee ballots are available by call-
ing the Cathedral office, 415 864-
8000. Parishioners in good standing
are eligible to vote. The elections will
take place under the oversight of An-
thony Ambus, Annette Chiappari,
and Basil Tonas, who were elected by
the Parish Assembly on October 20 to
comprise the Board of Elections.




God and Savior Jesus Christ.

card, as well as mailing.

‘e

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CARD

es, it is that time. The time when we gather names of parishioners who wish to extend greetings to one
another via the Cathedral’s Christmas card. The card is sent to over 1,000 homes. What a wonderful
way to extend best wishes to one another, particularly during these challenging, yet, exciting times.
Your greeting brings hope and encouragement to one another, since it celebrates the Birth of our Lord

You may participate in one of three ways: 1. By clipping the form below and sending it back to the Cathedral; 2.
By calling the Cathedral, at 415 864-8000 and telling us you wish to be included; or 3. by responding to Annette
Chiappari and Mary Tonas on Sundays, following the Liturgy. They will staff a special “Christmas Card Table”
during the coffee fellowship hour until Sunday, December 13. Your gift of $25. per line helps defray the cost of the

Yes, please count me (us) in on the Cathedral’s 2009 Christmas Card. I/we wish to be listed as follows:

r

(Please forward this, together with your check in the amount of $25. to the Annunciation Cathedral, attn: 2009
Christmas Card, 245 Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA 94103). The Cathedral thanks you for your participation.

)
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HOLIDAY BRUNCH ON DECEMBER 5 TO SUPPORT OUR
STUDENTS AT HELLENIC COLLEGE/HOLY CROSS GREEK
ORTHODOX SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

is Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos and the

San Francisco Philoptochos Board and its

Chapters extend a cordial invitation to every-

one to attend the joyous annual Bishop Antho-
ny Philoptochos Student Aid Endowment Fund Holiday
Brunch Luncheon. This year the host chapter will be our
own Annunciation Cathedral Philoptohcos. The event
will take place at the Annunciation Cathedral on Saturday,
December 5, 2009. All the Chapters are doing their part to
make this a memorable day. The Cathedral Chapter, under
the chairmanship of Angie Leventis,is planning a most
enjoyable luncheon. A reception will begin at 11 a.m., fol-
lowed by lunch, Christmas tree drawings, the awarding of
fabulous gifts, a silent auction and entertainment.

A merry prelude to Christmas, the holiday luncheon
will raise funds for the Student Aid Endowment Fund,
which supports seminarians and other students from our
Metropolis who attend Hellenic College/Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, MA. Make
it a point to be with us, thus supporting those who will
serve us as future priests. For reservations, please call Angie
Levents at the Cathedral, at 415 864-8000 or BAPSAEF
Chair Pat Aleck at the Metropolis Philoptochos office,
415 321-2600. Join our Metropolis Chapters as they work
to secure the future of our Orthodox Faith by supporting
our seminarians.




His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos
The Metropolis of San Francisco Philoptochos
Board & Chapters
joyfully invite you to attend

A HOLIDAY BRUNCH

In support of cur Seminarians and Students
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Saturday, December 5, 2009

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral
San Francisco, California

11:00 am Reception & Silent Auction $50.00
12 noon Luncheon & Entertainment
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Qacraments
& Seroices

BAPTISM

Andonis, son of George
and Tessa Ambus, was
baptized at the Cathedral on
October 17. His sponsor is
John Spachis.

Na mas Zisi! (Long life!)

FUNERAL

Nickolas Varanis, who

fell asleep in the Lord on
November 12, was buried
on November 16. He is
survived by his wife, Terpsi,
their children Nick Vara-
nis and Maria Vavuris, and
their families.

Aionia [ Mnimi! (Memory
eternal!)

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

e are pleased to announce that our Thanksgiving Luncheon,

held on November 22, was a great success. A special thanks to

Mrs. Georgia Evangelatos, who paid for the cost of all the

food and other expenses, making it possible for all of the pro-
ceeds to go to the Cathedral’s building fund. We call your attention to the Angel
Tree Program, the Bishop Anthony Student Aid Endowment Fund Luncheon ,
our annual Christmas luncheon, and the Crab Feed.

The Angel Tree Program

The Angel Tree Program sponsored annually for the last 12 years by the
Ladies Philoptochos during the Christmas Holidays is by far one of the most suc-
cessful and inspiring projects we sponsor. Last year, we were able to collect gifts,
gift cards and money for more than 70 children for the Raphael House, an Or-
thodox shelter for women and disadvantaged children. We are currently in the
process of identifying the shelter and/or organization that will receive the gifts
donated by our wonderful parishioners and friends of the Cathedral.

This year the project will be handled by the following capable Philoptochos
members, Helen Markanton, Nicoletta Ketchum and Vivian Curd. The Christi-
mas Tree will be setup in the hallway on Sunday, November 22 with the names of

the children, their age and gender. We plan to complete this project by Sunday,
December 20.

BASAEF Luncheon - Saturday, December 5, 2009

This year our Ladies Philoptochos Chapter will be hosting the annual Bish-
op Anthony Student Aid Endownment Fund Luncheon — a Fund which benefits
seminarian/students at the Hellenic College/Holy Cross Seminary in Brook-
line, Massachusetts. Several Bay Area Philoptochos Chapters of the Metropolis
Philoptochos will also be involved in the preparations to make this luncheon
one of the best ever.

Annual Christmas Luncheon — Thursday, December 10, 2009

The annual Christmas Luncheon for the Ladies Philoptochos will be held on
Thursday, December 10, 2009 at 12:00 noon at John’s Grill Restaurant. This will
replace the monthly general meeting and we will just enjoy the day with a great
lunch and being with friends. John Konstin, owner of John’s Grill, has made
it possible, once gain, for us to enjoy this pre-holiday meal, consisting of salad,
entrée, coffee and dessert, for only $25., tax and tip included. To reserve, please
call the Cathedral at 415 864-8000. Parking is available directly across the street
from John'’s Grill, at the Ellis Street garage. Car pooling is suggested. Leave your
car at the Cathedral and get a ride to the garage. Cars should leave the Cathedral
no later than 11:30 a.m.

Crab Feed, Friday, January 29, 2010

The annual Crab Feed is, by far, Philoptochos’ largest single fund raiser.
Please refer to the flyer below for information relative to the Crab Feed. As
always, early reservations, accompanied by payment, gets the best tables and
ensures seating, especially in those years when the crab feed is a sell-out.
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The Annunciation Cathedral Ladies Philoptochos

Society presents its:

28th Annual Crab Feed

Friday, January 29, 2010
Cocktail Reception: 6:00 p.m.

Dinner: 7:30 p-m.

-’
P
o

$45.00 per person

Reservations will be secured only by receipt of payment

For Reservations call:
Annunciation Cathedral at 415.864.8000
or
Foula Vasilogiorgis at 415.378.7200

Email: foula@sanfran.goarch.org
Attended Parking Available

it raised another $1 million for its
various charities. For further informa-
tion about Philoptochos, and how to
become more involved, as a member,
please call its president, Angie Lev-
entis, at 650 878-2855. (Men may
also join the organization, but only as
non-voting, associate members.)

Name:

Address:

Telephone Number:

Please reserve ticket(s) and/or. table(s)
(Maximum 10 people per table. Include the names of all guests to

be seated at the table)

Make checks payable to: Annunciation Philoptochos, Attn: Crab Feed
Please mail completed reservation form and check by January 10" to:

Annunciation Cathedral: 245 Valencia Street San Francisco, CA 94103

The Annunciation Cathedral Ladies Philoptochos invites you to note its

meeting dates and activities over the next few months. They are:

BASAEF Holiday Event  Saturday, December 5 11 a.m.
Christmas Party Thursday, December 10 noon
Vasilopita Sunday, January 10, 2010 noon
Crab Feed Friday, January 29, 2010 6 p.m.

The Annunciation Cathedral Ladies Philoptochos invites women 18 and
above to join this dynamic arm of the Church, as it ministers to those in need,
promotes education by offering scholarships, supports future clergy from the San
Francisco Metropolis by helping underwrite their tuition at Hellenic College/
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, fosters learning by present-
ing seminars and workshops on wellness, and, in general, strengthens the aims
and purposes of the Church community. The Annunciation Cathedral Ladies
Philoptochos, for example, raised over $1 million for the first phase of rebuilding
of the facilities lost to the Loma Prieta Earthquake. During the last ten years,

NEXT COMMUNITY
LINK DECEMBER 19

lease join us for our
upcoming Community
Link, the last in 2009,
which will take place
Saturday, December 19. We will
meet at the Cathedral at 9 a.m.
for prayer and visit assighments.
We make our visits in pairs, and
conclude by lunch time. Our
visitations to home bound pa-
rishioners are very special, to us
as well as to those we visit. They
bring joy to our seniors who are
experiencing isolation from their
community due to illness, loss
or hardship. Community Link
is an excellent way for all of us-
-children, adults and families--to
engage with one another and to
share the message of God’s love,
especially at this time of giving.
We engage through prayer—
we pray with our people and for
them. We engage by actually vis-
iting them, that is, by taking the
time to listen to their concerns.
We can also engage by “adopting”
a senior and looking out for their
special needs, by occasionally
calling, sending a card, or, as we
have stated on a number of occa-
sions, by offering rides to doctor
appointments and to church. If
you would be willing to help in
any of the ways outlined above,
please contact Caroline Pappa-
john, at 415 699-5633 or cpappa-
john@yahoo.com.
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FOCUS ON YOUTH

SUNDAY SCHOOL KORNER

Stewardship Sunday and Christmas
program.

ell, the holidays are certainly in full swing

now! The students and teachers have

settled into the school year nicely and

are working very hard. We've enjoyed
the Halloween party and Thanksgiving dinner and now
are turning our attention to our December events, namely,
Stewardship Sunday and our annual Christmas program.
On December 6 (which is also the Feast Day of St. Nicho-
las, Bishop of Myra in Lycia—Asia Minor...by the way, St.
Nicholas is the prototype of Santa Claus...) the Cathedral
will observe Stewardship Sunday. It is the culmination of
our four-week 2010 Stewardship Drive. The children will
participate by entering church, singing hymns and songs,
under the direction of Pauline Zakis Smith, a member of
the Stewardship Committee.

Our annual Christmas program, luncheon and activi-
ties will take place on Sunday December 13th immediately
following the Divine Liturgy. Since we had such a good
time singing together last year, Denise has chosen a play
that incorporates speaking, acting and our favorite Christ-
mas songs woven throughout the. Sheet music will be
distributed, so that the entire community can sing along.
Please have your children/grandchildren come the Sunday
School each week so they may become familiar with the
program and learn their lines. This event continues to be
a community favorite event. We especially look forward to
that special visitor from up north!

Food Drive

Your Sunday school is committed to the ideas of com-
munity and sharing through our Food Drive. We collected
a lot of food last year, over 450 pounds. This year, we learn
about the value of collecting specific food to provide nutri-
tion for the needy. In these economic times, the San Fran-
cisco Food Bank, with whom the drive is being coordinated,
distributes food to many people in our area. Below is a list
of the dates and the recommended foods items. The entire
community is invited to participate. Look for the special
collection bins in the gallery.

11/14 Peanut butter
11/22 Soups
11/29 Pasta/rice/beans

12/06 Canned fruits/veggies
12/13 Canned tuna/chicken

Christmas Program

Presenting: The Birth of Jesus by Alexander
Nicholos Harville

A Christmas play with carols for children.

This is a highlight every year. Our Christmas program
will be held on December 13th in the gym right after Lit-
urgy. Bring your entire family on the 13th for a free com-
munity lunch, arts and crafts and a visit from Santa himself.
Holiday attire is encouraged!

The students will be given their speaking parts in early
December, and will be working on them throughout the
month. Please make sure your child is here to practice as
well as to participate in the program. Father Stephen has
promised a sound system capable of amplifying your child’s
voice as they participate in their program commemorating
the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Sunday School will be on a two-week break following
the Christmas program and will resume January 2nd. Hap-
py New Year! This doesn’t mean, of course, that we take a
break from church. Instead, we worship together with our
families on December 20 and December 27, not to mention
Friday, December 25th, when we commemorate the Birth
of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ and again Friday,
January 1, when we observe His circumcision, along with

the Feast Day of St. Basil the Great.

Please note the following Sunday School dates for
the remainder of the year:

12/06/09 Preparation for Christmas Program in classes

12/13/09 Christmas Program & Luncheon/
Food Drive Ends
Parish Elections Held

12/20/09 No classes held/families worship in Church

12/25/09 The Birth of our Savior: Families
worship together on Christmas
and on New Year’s Day.

12/27/09 No classes held/ families worship in Church
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GREEK
SCHOOL
RESUMES ON
JANUARY 9

e are pleased to

announce that

Greek  School
will resume on Saturday,
January 9. Classes will meet
at noon and conclude at 2
p.m. They will be taught by
Demetra Armenakis and
by Ioanna Pagani. Demetra
will teach the younger chil-
dren, and Joanna will teach
the older children. We will
also have a substitute teacher
(tentatively, this person is Il-
ectra Anagnostopoulou).
The teachers will obtain the
books and supplement the
texts with other materials,
as songs, hymns and prayers.
The tuition will remain the
same as last year, ie. $220.
For the January-June session
(Greek school concludes on
Saturday, June 13), with a
small discount for siblings.
Our parents support group is
headed by Pamfilia Zembe-
lis (pzambelis@yahoo.com),
with the assistance of Philip
Athanasiades and Anna
Kapetanakos. Please e mail
Pamfilia with your questions
or concerns, or to enroll your
child(ren). You may also do
so by calling the Cathedral
at 415 864-8000. Won’t you
join us as we endeavor to
preserve our Hellenic faith
and heritage by teaching
the language and culture of
Greece to our youth? Help
spread the word; encourage
your friends and relatives to
take part in this stimulating
educational program being
offered by the Annunciation

Cathedral.

GETTING READY FOR FDF IN SAN JOSE, CA
JANUARY 14-18, 2010

s noted, our dancers and directors, advisors and parents, are hard at

work preparing for the Greek Orthodox Folk Dance and Choral Festi-

val, which will be held in San Jose, CA over the Martin Luther King,

Jr. holiday weekend, January 14-18, 2010. This will be the 34th annual
FDE Typically, the event, which draws over 2,500 young people and their families
and friends, is held over the Presidents’ Day weekend. However, because Pascha in
2010 will fall on April 4, FDF will be held approximately one month earlier. Parents
are encouraged to go ahead and register for themselves and their children.

Meanwhile, costumes are being made. The cost of making the costumes is being
underwritten by the parish budget but also by donations and fundraising events by
the parents themselves. In addition to funds raised at our recent festival, dance group
parents participated in the recent Alzheimer’s walk, raising an additional $2,000 for
the program.

Our groups Ekrixi and Erini practice on Tuesday evenings, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Ekrixi
(jr. high school) is being directed by Michael Garibaldi and Nicole Georgiou.
Erini (ages 7-10) is being directed by Katerina Loufas, Alyssa Obester, and Jim-
mie Stavrakaras. Seizmos practices on Tuesday evenings, 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. Seizmos
(high school/adult), is being directed by Leah Stavrakaras. Our adult dance group,
directed by Deacon Nikos Bekris, practices Tuesdays, at 7:30 p.m. Spithes (ages
5-10) practices on Sundays, following the Divine Liturgy. Spithes (ages 5 to 8), is
being directed by Irene Kyriacou, Lea Lyberopoulos, Lea Papavasiliou and
Nicholas Balian. Thisavri (ages 3and 4) practices on Sundays, following the Divine
Liturgy. It is taught by Irene Kyriacou, Lea Lyberopoulos and Shareen Saddick.

MORE ON YOUTH

Cathedral Young Adults Win Young Adult
Volleyball Championship!

ast November 13-15 was the first annual Young Adult Volleyball Tourna-
ment held at Saint Nicholas Church in San Jose, following the success of
the annual GOYA Volleyball Tournament. The Cathedral sent three teams
in the ten-team competition, and our young adult team (consisting of seven
members of our young adult group) won first place, beating the Saint Nicholas A
team! Congratulations to
Gianni Augustus, Dia-
konissa Stella Bekris,
Stefani Kalligeros, Ep-
aminonda  Orologas,
Christos Pappageorge
and Nick Selimis and all
the members of our Ca-
thedral family who par-
ticipated in the event!

Champions!
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Cathedral GOYA Continues Activities

his last month was another active month for
our Annunciation Cathedral GOYA. A GOYA
meeting took place on November 5th with 12
GOYAns, which was a Bible Study led by Dea-
con Niko Bekris about story of the Road to Emmaus in
Luke 24: 13-35. November 15th, 20 GOYAns attended din-
ner at Round Table Pizza in Daly City and went to see the
movie “A Christmas Carol” following, with Deacon Niko
and Diakonissa Stella. GOYA will have another meeting
this month, and will do another community service proj-
ect this month for the holidays. For more information on
GOYA events, please see the Youth of Annunciation Ca-
thedral San Francisco Facebook page, or contact Alyssa
Obester, Katerina Loufas, or Deacon Niko Bekris.

Annunciation Cathedral JOY Group to
Begin Soon

new Cathedral youth group for 3rd-6th grad-
ers (8-12 years old) will begin soon! This new
youth group will most likely be scheduled for
one Sunday afternoon a month for games and
faith-based activities with Deacon Niko. Please stay tuned
to our church’s Sunday bulletins as there will be a meeting
after a Sunday Liturgy for any parents who are willing to
have their children participate, as well as any parents who
are willing to help with our JOY group. If you are interested
or have any questions, contact Deacon Niko at deacon@
annunciation.org.

ANNUNCIATION BASKETBALL
HAS BEGUN

unior Varsity Basketball (ages 8 through 14) has
begun. We continue to accept players, both boys
and girls, who would like to participate in Annun-
ciation Basketball. Practices are held Wednesday
evenings, 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. The Annunciation Ca-
thedral participates in OYAA (Orthodox Youth Athletic
Association), enabling us to play basketball with teams of
the other area Orthodox Churches. Parents of players must
be members in good standing of the Cathedral. Please bring
with you your insurance information at the time of enroll-
ment. Please see Mike Canellos, Programs Director, or
Chris Kallas, the Cathedral’s OYAA representative. Once
again, ]V Basketball is for boys and girls, ages 8 through 14.

Team

A
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Look, ma, we made it!

As a bird without wings, as a soldier without arms,
so is a Christian without prayer.
Saint Tikhon of Zadonsk
Eighteenth Century
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DECEMBER CALENDAR

[

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
Dance Practice Basketball Basketball BASAEF
6:30 p.m.- Practice, Practice, Holiday
9:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.- Luncheon
Parish Council 8:30 p.m. 8:30 p.m.
Seminar, 7 p.m. Pan-Orthodox
Retreat
Orthros 9 a.m., Dance Practice Basketball Philoptochos
Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m 6:30 p.m.- Practice, Christmas
Class on Orthodoxy 9 a.m. 9:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.- Luncheon
Dance practice 12-1 p.m. 8:30 p.m. Basketball
Stewardship Sunday Practice,
6:30 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.
Orthros 9 a.m., Dance Practice Basketball Basketball
Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m 6:30 p.m.- Practice, Practice,
Class on Orthodoxy 9 a.m. 9:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.-
Dance practice 12-1 p.m. Food drive ends | 8:30 p.m. 8:30 p.m.
Parish Council Elections Parish Council,
Christmas Program 7:30 p.m.
Orthros 9 a.m., Dance Practice Basketball Nativity Eve, Nativity of
Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m 6:30 p.m.- Practice, Great Hours, Christ,
Class on Orthodoxy 9 a.m. 9:00 p.m. 6:30 p.m.- 9 a.m. Orthos, 9 a.m.
Dance practice 12-1 p.m. 8:30 p.m. Vesperal Liturgy | Liturgy,
10 a.m. 10:15 a.m.
B 28 29 % 3! [ .
Orthros 9 a.m., Dance Practice
Divine Liturgy 10:30 a.m 6:30 p.m.-
Class on Orthodoxy 9 a.m. 9:00 p.m.
Dance practice 12-1 p.m.
LOOKING AHEAD

Friday, January 1, 2010

Circumcision/St. Basil’s
Orthros, 9 a.m., Liturgy, 10:15 a.m.

Sunday, January 10, 2010 Vasilopita
Thursday, January 14-Monday, January 18, 2010 FDE San Jose
Friday, January 29 CRAB FEED

Monday-Tuesday, February 8, 9, 2010

Metropolis Clergy-Laity
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XPIZXTOX I'ENNATAI- AOEAXATE!

"Etot apyilovv ot kotofocieg Tov XpLoTOUYEVV@V.

Mo Aéve 011 0 Xplotdg yevvietor (cav avOpwrog). H
omavInon g dvong (otnv omola arevbvveETUL 1) AYYE-
Ala) elvor 1o "80&a". AdEa cot 0 Oedg. Onmg kot KAbe
xPOVo amod v I'Evvnon, €161 Kol edp€tog 10, XPLoToVYEV-
va 00, £0pTO6O0VV [LE TPOGEVYN, UE TIG LEYOAEC WPEC,
UE e0TEPLVO, UE OpOpo, KoL pe T Ocia Aettovpylo. Z1ig
24 Aekeuppiov (mapopovn e Eoptc) o tedécouue

g Meyddec Qpeg, amd ¢ 9 10 Tpoi. 1N GuvEYELD, Bo
telecBel 0 Meydog Eomepivig kot n Osia Agttovpylo
0V Meydlov Baotietov, otig 10 10 mpwt. (ITaiord,

0 Eomepvdg kot n Aettovpyio aut g Topopovig

TV XpLoTouyEvvey yivotave 1o Bpddv.) Aviuepao tmv
Xplotovyevvmy, 0 OpBpog Bo tedecBel otig 9 10 TPOL,
Kol 1 Oeia Aettovpyio tov lodvvou Tov Xpucootopov
otig 10:15. Metd and uid Bdouddo n ExkAnola eoptalet
v TepLToun (GVUPWVO, Le TV dtataén 10v Mwoaikon
Nopov), suyyxpovag de kot 1oV Ayto Baoiiero. O’ OpOpog
oM, o11g 9 10 TP, Kol | Ocia Asttovpyio otig 10:15.
AxoA0oVO0VV KoL 01 UEYAAEG E0PTEC TV DMOTOV, Y10 TLG
omoleg Bo, ypdwyouue Kol 6to dedtio Tov lavovapiov
OAAG KOt og €181K0 Tpdypapo Tov B0 oTOAEL LE TNV
gukalplo TV €0pTV TG dwdekanuépov. Iaviwe, Ko-
AeloBe OmWG EKKANCLOGOELTE OVTEG TIG AYLEG NUEPES TNG
Octog Owkovoulag, Ue o dmvn vo 80E0A0YNGOVUE TOV
Kvpto, tov 1060 aydnnce 1ov KOGUO OoTE Vo SOGEL TOV
Y16 Tov Tov LOVOYEVT.

H I'ENIKH XYNEAEYXZH YIIOXTHPIZEI
TIX ITPOXITAGEIEX MAX QX ITPOX
THN OIKOAOMH TOY NAOY

Y115 18 NoeuBpiov 1o Kowvotikd Zuufovito onedd-
olo€ vo, TpocAdpet Ty etatpio NIUmL va EKTIUNGEL TV
01K0d0UT VOOU-TAPKLYK MGTE VO, UTOPEGEL VO, TTOPOV-
oldcel 10 OAo 6Y£810, KOGTOC, KAT. 670, LEAN tov Kobe-
dpko Naov mpog €ykplon. Onwg £(0VIE CNUELWMGEL GE
TPONYOLUEVQ SEATLO, TO GYESLO OVOLOOTLKG OTOTEAEL
mv dev1EPN dAOM NG TPOSTADELOG TOV EYLVE UETC, TOV
oeloud tov 1989 yia v otkodour tov Kabedpikov
NooV kot twv Bondiktikov ktiplov. H devtepn avm
odon amotedeital and dV0 eninedo TAPKLYK (VITOYEL®OG)
KoL Tov voo (kovoviko, Bulovtivo, Tapadocstokod vaod, (e
yuvoirkovit) ond téve. (O vadg Ba evpioketol 610 1810
€nNedO e Ta GALO KTIPLO, OTMG Ta YPAPELD, KOLVOTLKN
oiBovoo, KAT.) M€ypl 10 TELOC TOV TPEYOVTOG £TOC TO
Kowvotikd Zuupovito Bo kaAEoel 181KN GLVEAELON

TV ueAwv 10v Kabedpikot Naov, yia va vrofdilet
TPOG £YKPLON T0 GY£510, TO KOGTOG, ETLONG TO GYESLO
xPNUOT0d6ToNG. MdAAOV 1 cuvELELVGN cvT B AGPN
YOO TPOG Ta uEsa 10v lavovapiorv. Zvpueptlonoacte
MV X0Pd TOV EVOPLTOV OAAD KOL TOAAWDY GAA®Y, TOV
€MLOLUOVY VO TPOYLATOTOINOEL TO OVELPO OVTO, TOV
elval n €yepon tov Kabedpikov Naov petd ond toco,
xpovia. O Bedg Pondic.

H EKXTPATEIA XTEQAPAXHIII

I'TA TO 2010 APXIXE XTIX 15
NOEMBPIOY, OAOKAHPQNETAI XTIX
6 AEKEMBPIOY

"Onwe ECNUELOCOUE GE TPONYOVUEVO LLOG SEATLO, TO

TPOYPOULD XpMHoTodoToNg TG Kotvdtntog dev elvar
Kovoupylo. MdAlota, EvplokeTal 6Ty Tpdén Kol oty
Topadoon Tmv TPoyovev uog. Edw otov Kabedpikd Noo,
OmWG Kal 6€ OAeG TIg kowvdmreg g lepdc Mntporn-
oAemg, T0 £pyo g ExkAnclog xpnuoatodoteitor Kot
evBappuveTOL 0T TIG TPOGOOPES TV TLOTMV, OVEAOYOL
LE TG BUVAUELG TOL O KABE €vag €xel. Autd mov elvor
KOLVOUpYLo €lvol OtL 1) "exotpatela”, N TpocndOeLol

Vo GLALEEOVUE VTOOYEGELG-ONADGCELG Y10, TNV EVIC-
yvon g ExxAnoctog kotd 1o £€tog 2010, Eexivnoe oTig
15 Noguppiov, 6tov voo, Ue OALa-KNPUYULO 0Ttd £val
HELOG TNG EMLTPOTNG, GLYKEKPLUEVO, amd Tov Koot
BovtolAd, mpdedpo g eNLTPONNG, KoL B0, amonepotmbel
otig 6 AekeuPplov, dtav aKOVGOVUE Od TO. TOLdLE TOV
Kamnyntikov pog Zyxoieiov kot omd tny [Movoyioro
Zopmolaxn Zuif. Xto petoh, E6TAANGOY EVIUEPMTIKG,
OLVAAGOLO, pall LE KAPTEC OTLG OTTOLEG OL TTLGTOL dVVOV-
TOL VO, SNAOGOLV T0 TOGOV Tov Ba €10eAe 0 KAOE €vag
VO TPOGOEPEL, GAKEALO Y10 TIG KAPTES, KOL YPOUUOTOL
oL €€NYoVV, AETTOUEPMG, TNV TPpoonddela avt. Tnv
Kvpraxn 6 Aexepppiov (610 B0 TEAEIWOOEL | EKOTPATEL-

"a), apov tedlecBel n Ocio Asipovpyia, Oa teploepbet e1-

d1ko¢ dtokog. [Tpmta, o kANpog Oa katabEceL TIg KAPTEC
TOV. XN GUVEYELD, To LEAN Tov Kotvotikov Zuufoviiov.
Ko tedevtalo, ot vtdAoUToL TLoTol. ZNELWGTE OTL deV
TPOKELTOL VO AVOLEOVLE TO OAKEALD, OVTE TPOKELTAUL VO
KOLVOTIOINGOVUE TO TOGOV TNG CITOULKTG TPOGHOPUG GOG.
H npoocdhopd cog eivar peta&t cag kot tov Kuplov. Ta
ovouota avtov Tov Bo KotofEcouy Ty KApTa-MAmon
1006 (Tov evepymv puelwv g Kowvdmrog) o teptin-
000UV 6TOV KOTAAOYO TV evEpY®Y HeAwv Tov Kabe-
dp1ko Naov mov 0o Tunwbel 610 unvioio deitio tov
Iovoudplo, £T61 £VYaPLETWVTOS OAOVE OGOL EVIGYVOLV
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10 €pyo g ExkAnciog (0vtd mov kdvovue KGO xpovo).
IMapoaxarovvrol 1o uein tov Kabedpikod Noov va §06-
GOLV TTPOGOYN GTO, GYETLKA EVTVLTO, EXLONG VO TOPOTPV-
vouv 660u¢g Yvwpilovv (moidid, YELTOVOUG, GUYYEVELS) VO
8060VV KoL 0VTol ToV OBOAOV T0VG, £TG1 0VTMG MOTE VO,
ovveylebel kot va avEnbet avtd tov A&yetal EAAnvikn
0p60660&N ExxAnoia kot KAnpovould, tng omotog WEAN
eluebo OAot.

EKAOI'EX KOINOTIKOY
YMBOYAIOY XTIX 13-12

"Onog yvopilovy 6lot, n Tpobecuio VINPEGLOG GTO
Kowvotik6 ZuuBovito Anyet petd and d0o xpovia.
Edétog, 1 mpobecuia tov I'dpyov BAdyov, tov Anuntpn
Boppion, 1ov Koeto Bouteird, tov I'idvvn Kovvtovpn,
0V MnydAn Mroyotélov, tov ABovaciov Novpn, tov
Nikov EBetkdo kot tov Nikov Xt000moUAov ANYEL 0TI
31 AexepPplov. 10 petov 0o dAlo uéin g Kowvotn-
tag eE€dppacay entBuvuia va vanpetnoovy 6to Kotvotikd
ZuupovAro, kot VTERAAOY TO OTALTOVUEVO €VTUTO. ME-
YPL TNV NUEPO, TTOV TUTOOVKE 10 TOPOV deATLO, EAGPapLe
GYETLKC OmOLTOVUEVO, €vTuno, 0t tov ['dpyo BAdyo,
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tov Anuntpn Boppion, tov Kwoto BoutoiAid, tov Avo-
p€o Anuntpiov, tov I'idvvn Kovvtotpn, v Iopackeun
Toovykapdkn NEiyep, tov ABavdoio Novpn, tov Niko
XPRetkod, kot tov Nikdia Mdpro Xta66movio. Avtol ot
9 elvol o1 VIOYNOLOL YLa TLG KOLVOTLKEG EKAOYEC oL Ba
AdBouv xopa petd omd m Oio Asttovpyio tnv Kuprakn
13 Aekeuppiov. 10 petaév, o Aviovng Aunodiotdkng,
0 Baoiing Tovag kol n Avéto Tooandped omoteAotv

mv Edopevtikn Enttponn, n onoio £yet v €v6OvN
embewpnong, KaToypodne, KAT. Tov EKAOY®V. AGOar®C,
evepyd pnéin tov Kabedpikov Naov (mov €xovv e€odh-
NOEL TG VoY PEMGELG ToVg 6Tov Kabedpid Naod kat
elval ev 10l g TPog TIg dLdockoAieg g OpBoddEou
ExkAnciog) dbvavrol vo AdBouvv HEPOg €1¢ TIG EKAOYEC.

9\%?

Prayer is the test of everything. If prayer is
right, everything is right.
Bishop Theophan the Recluse
Nineteenth Century, Russia
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