Annunciation Cathedral Sunday Bulletin: December 22, 2013

SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST

ANASTASIA, THE POTION-DELIVERER; CHRYSOGONA & THEODOTA

EPISTLE READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Epistle Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter
to the Hebrews, chapter 11, verses 9-10, 32-40. It is found in our books on pp. 150-151.

ITpog EPoaiovs émiotoArns IlavAov t0 avayvwoua, ked. 11, €dad. 9-10, 32-40: Iliore
TOQWKNOEV €5 YNV NG EmayyeAlag wg aAdotolay, év oknvaic katownoas peta  loaox kat ' lakwp v
OLYKANQOVOLWY TG €mayyeAlag g avTg * €€edéxeto Yao v Tovg Oepediovg éxovoav moAw, g texvitng Kol
dnuoveyog 6 Beoc. Kat ti €t Aédyw; emdetet pe yao dupyovpevov 6 xodvog mepl ['edewv, Baoak, Zapbwv, ' ledOae,
Aavd te kal LapounA kal v meodPnT@V, ol dx MoTewS Katnywvicavto Paclelas, eloydoavto dikaloovvny,
emétuxov EmayyeAwv, E€doafav otéuata Aedviwv, EoPecav dvvapwy mods, Eduvyov otdpata paxaiongs,
duvapwdnoav ano acbevelag, éyevriOnoav loxvoot év mMoAépw, mageHPoAas EkAtvay aAlotoiwy - EAafov yvvaikeg
€€ AVaoTATEWS TOVG VEKQOUS VTV * AAAOL D¢ ETVHTAVICONTAVY, OV TTEOTOEEAUEVOL TV ATIOAVTOWOY, tva KQElTTOVOg
AVACTATEWS TUXWOLV * €TEQOL DE EUTALY LAV KAl Haotiywv meipav EAafov, €Tt de deapuav kat GuAakng * EABacOnoav,
emoloBnoav, év Pove payxaliong anédavov, mepmAbov év pnAwtais, €v atyeiolg déouaoty, votegovpevol, BABOpEevOL,
KQAKOUXOVHEVOL, OV OVK TV AELOG O KOTHOG, ETIL EQTLLIAIG TAAVWHEVOL KAl OQETLY Kol OTNAQIOLS Kal TG Omais g YNS.
Kat oUtot mavteg pagtuonBévteg dux TG MOTewS OVK EKOUIOAVTO TNV EMayyeAiav, ToD Beo TEQL UV KQETTOV TL
neoPAedapévou, tva ) Xxwols NUOV teAetwboty.

GOSPEL READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Gospel Reading is from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Matthew, chapter 1, verses 1-25. It is found in our books on pp. 311-315.

‘H onpeguvn) evayyeAikr negikont) €k Tov kata Aovkav, ked. 1, éddd. 1-25 evpioketau eig
T BLpAia pag, oeA. 310-316.

Today’s Apolytikion (Dismissal Hymn) is that of Tone One:

The stone that had been sealed before your tomb by the Jews, and the soldiers guarding did watch over Your
pure and sacred Body, O Savior, the third day You arose, and unto all the world did You give life. Whereby
all the heavenly powers did proclaim that You are the giver of life. Glory unto our resurrected Christ, glory
unto your Kingdom, glory to your Dispensation, O You who alone love mankind.

Tov AlBov odoaylobévrog o Twv Tovdalwv, kKAl OTEATIWTWYV PLAACTOVTIWY TO AXQAVTOV OOL LWHA,
AavEoTNG TOUHEQOS LwTNQ, dWQOVHEVOS T KOOHUW TV Lwhv. Ak ToUTO al ALVALLELS TV 0LEAVAV EBOwV
oot Zwodotar Adéa 1) Avaotaoel oov, Xototé: dofa ) Baolela cov: dd&a 1) olicovoplia cov, pove
DPA&vOowrte.

OUR CHILDREN ARE TALKING: ANNUNCIATION SUNDAY SCHOOL BUILDING PROJECT
One of the most wonderful things that has happened as a result of the start of construction is that our
children are expressing their feelings about building our new church, in pictures and in words. A few
Sundays ago, children from our pre-school and kindergarten came down the aisle singing, yes we can build
Annunciation, as they waved banners and an icon of the Annunciation, which they had colored. We featured
a photo of the children on our latest Building Update, which was recently mailed to all households on the
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MNEMOSYNA Today’s Memorial Services are being offered for the repose of the souls of: Georgia Karas, Steven Karas,
and John Karas, who fell asleep in the Lord 12 years, 10 years, and 25 years, respectively.

SERVICES THIS WEEK

Services this week will be held as follows: The Great Hours will be celebrated on Tuesday, December 24, 9-10 a.m. This
will be followed by a Vesperal Liturgy (a portion of Vespers and most of the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great). On
Christmas Day, December 25, the Orthros will be celebrated, beginning at 9:00 a.m., followed by the Divine Liturgy of St.
John Chrysostom. The Divine Liturgy will be celebrated by His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco.
Afterwards, we will join in the singing of traditional Christmas carols.

Avtr) ) Bdopada, n ExkAnoia mavnyveilet v kata oaoka I'évvnon tov Kvpilov nuav Inoot Xowotov. Tn magapovr)
©OnAadr) ) Toitn, 24 Aexeufpiov) Ba teAeobovv ot Meyadec Qoeg, otic 10 m.u. Xt ovvéxewa Oa teAecOel o
Eomeguvog petd g Ociag Aettovgying tov Ayiov Baowleiov. Avijueoa (d9nAadn ) Tetdotn, 25 Aekeufoiov), adov
teAecOet 0 OpOpog, otig 9 .., Oa teAecOei n Oelar Aettovpyia Iwdvvov tov Xovoootdpov. Tn Ol Aertovgyia Oa
teAéoel o Lefaoputaroc MntoomoAitng Ayiov @oaykiokov, k. I'epdotpoc. Zto téAog Ba PpdAAovpe Ta magadooaki
K&Aavda.

BUILDING, BUILDING, AND MORE BUILDING

Sunday after Sunday people peer through the holes in the plywood, along the gallery, on their way to the chapel, and
watch the progress being made. It's slow at first. For the last several weeks, the construction company has been stabilizing
the soil, so that the ground on which the garage floor lies will be as strong and stable as possible. This is a painstaking
process, as is the excavation of some 2,500 tons of soil and the delivering of that soil to various dump sites. Some of the
soil, which was found to have lead, from fill that was put in there from the 1906 earthquake, was even taken out of state
(an expensive, but required way of disposing of this soil). Once the excavation is complete, the parking garage and
foundation walls and mat slab will be laid, with reinforcing steel. Then, in the spring, when all this is done, and the
plumbing and electrical is in place, we will be able to see some above ground construction.

Meanwhile, all this costs money. And from where does this money come? It comes from you, the Cathedral’s
parishioners and friends. Or, rather, it comes from God, who has blessed you, the Cathedral’s parishioners and friends,
with a lots of gifts, including the gift of money. We need to raise a total of $5 million to finish the Cathedral, inside and
out, complete with pews and iconography. Working together, we can do it. The money is there. And you don’t have to
think of money as only cash you have on hand. It's also in appreciated assets you may own. It's in stocks or other
securities you may have acquired years ago, which is now worth a lot more. Do you know that, if you give stock or other
securities, you do not pay gains on the appreciation. Currently, capital gains taxes, federal plus state, are about 40% at
the highest tax bracket. By giving stock or other securities, you are actually giving more, which cost you less, and you can
derive a benefit in the form of a tax deduction.

Here’s an example: Suppose I bought a stock for $10,000 in 2011. Suppose now it is worth $13,000. If I give it to the church
as a gift, I get an income tax deduction of $13,000 (not of $10,000 that I actually paid for it). The church then sells the stock
for $13,000 but does not pay taxes (because it is tax-exempt). If, instead, I sold the stock today, I would have to pay 40%
tax on the $3,000 of capital gains, which is a tax of $1,200. Besides the tax advantages, you have the satisfaction of making
a more substantial gift. [Tidvet tomo, as we say. Of course, please do not let what we said here sway you one way or the
other. Check with your accountant or financial officer for advice before deciding to make a gift of stock or other securities
to help rebuild the Cathedral. You may wish to do this soon, to take advantage of a significant tax deduction for calendar
year 2013.

2014 CALENDARS Hopefully, you've received yours. If not, please contact the Cathedral office at 415 864-8000.




BUILDING UPDATE ON ITS WAY TO YOUR HOMES: A
building update, featuring our children on the cover, and a narrative
of our building project on the inside, is about to be received by the
Cathedral’s parishioners and friends, in an effort to keep you informed
about our progress. The great news is that construction has begun! We
started construction 24 years (to the day) of Loma Prieta, the
earthquake which claimed the old Cathedral. We're building, because
God has asked us to!

In the Book of Exodus (25:8) God says: “Build me a Sanctuary, and I
will appear among you.” (Translated from the Septuagint: Kai
TojoELG poL deyiaouw, kai 6pOrjcopar év vuiv). We've quoted this at
least since the start of the Capital Campaign. And wee can’t stress it
enough: we're building the Cathedral because God has asked us to. In His
infinite wisdom, the Lord knows what he has in store for us and for
the future of our Faith, in this dynamic corridor of San Francisco’s
inner city.

MORE GOOD NEWS: OVER $4.75 MILLION HAS BEEN
RAISED DURING THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN:

The total raised during the Capital Campaign exceeds $4.75
million (This does not include the Mountanos bequest, prior to the
start of the Campaign). Of the $4.75 raised, $3.62 has been received;
$1.3 million is receivable (from parishioners who are paying over a
number of years, in some cases, up to five years.) The total cost for
completion, inside and out, is just over $12 million. However, the
contract we signed with McNely Construction is a not-to-exceed $10.7
million. This gets us the parking structure and a complete exterior.
However, when you open up the doors, you will see that we will need
to complete the interior, down to the pews and the iconography. We
have faith that we will get there and that the new Cathedral will be
consecrated to the glory of God. You will see it. You will be a part of it.
Through your prayers, your faith, and your giving.
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We at the Annunciation
Cathedral
will grow
The Orthodox Christian Faith
in San Francisco through:
Stewardship, Worship,
Education, Evangelism and
Philanthropic Outreach



