Annunciation Cathedral Sunday Bulletin: December 21, 2014

SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST

JULIANA & THE 630 MARTYRS; THE MARTYR THEMISTOKLES

EPISTLE READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Epistle Reading is from the
Letter of Saint Paul to the Hebrews, chapter 11, verses 9-10 and 32-40. It is found in our books on
pages 150-151.

IIpos EBoaiovs EnotoAt)s IIavAov 10 &vAdyvwoua, ked. 11, ¢dad. 9-10 kai 31-
40: Tliote mapgrnoev eig YNV g énayyediag @g dAdotoiav, év oxnvais katoutoag petd  Ioadk kai  Iakop t@v
OUYKANQOVOUWVY ThG EmayyeAlag TG avtng - é£edéxeto yao v tovg Bepedlovg éxovoav mOAw, Ng Texvitng kat
dnuoveYog 6 Bedc. Kat ti €t Aédyw; émdeipet pe yo dinyovuevov 6 xoovog mept I'ededv, Baodw, Zappav, ' IedOae,
Aavd Te kal LZapounA kat Tov meodntwy, ol dx ToTewS KaTnywvicavto Baocideiag, eipydoavto dikatoovvny,
emétuxov  EnayyeAlwyv, Epoafav otouata Agoviwv, €oPeoav dOvauly Toeog, Epuyov otopaTa  poxalong,
dvvauwonoav ano aoOeveiag, yeviiOnoav loxveol év mMoAépuw, mageuPoAag EkAtvav dAAOTOlwY - EAaPov yuvaikeg
££ AVAOTATEWS TOVS VEKQOUS AVTWYV * AAAOL dE ETvumavioOnoav, oL TEOOdEEAUEVOL TV ATTOAVTOWOLY, (Vi KQElTTOVOg
AVAOTACEWS TUXWOLV - €TEQOL OF EUMALlYU@V Kal paoTiywv meloav EAafov, €t 0¢ deouwv kat GLAAKNG -
éAlBdoOnoay, Empiodnoav, év Ppoveo paxaione amébavov, meomAbov &v unAwtais, év atyeloc déouaoty,
votegovpevol, BABOUEVOL, Kakovxovuevol, @V ovk NV &flog O KOOHOG, €mL EoNuUials MAAVOUEVOL KAl 0QeTy Kol
ommAaiols kat taic omais ¢ yne. Kat ovtol mavteg paotuonévteg dia TN moTews OUK €KOpITaVTO TNV EmayyeAloy,
TOL O€0 MEQL MUV KQELTTOV Tt TROPAePApEVOL, Tva 1) XwOIC UV TeAelwOwoLy.

GOSPEL READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Gospel Reading is from the
Holy Gospel according Matthew, chapter 1, verses 1-25. It is found in our books on pages 311-317.

‘H onuegivn evayyeAikn negikont) €k oL kata MatOaiov, ked. 1, Edad. 1 - 25, evpiokeTal
eig ta BLPAia pag, oeA. 310-316.

Today’s Apolytikion (Dismissal Hymn) is that of Tone Four:

When the tidings of the Resurrection from the glorious angel was proclaimed unto the women
disciples, and our ancestral sentence also had been abolished, to the Apostles with boasting did
they proclaim that death is vanquished evermore, and Christ our God has risen from the dead,
and granted to the world His great mercy.

To dpadpov Mg Avaotaoews Krjovypa €k tov AyyéAov pabovoal at tod Kvgiov padrjtoiat,
Kal TV TEOYOVIKN)V Amopaocty damogpipaoal, Tolg AmooToOAOS KAvXWHEVAL EAegyov-
‘EokVAevtal 6 Oavatog, y€00n Xototog 0 Oedc, dwEoVHEVOS T KOOUW TO HEya EAeOG.

THE LORD’S PRAYER IN SPANISH: Padre nuestro, que estas en los cielos, santificado
sea tu nombre, venga tu Reino, hagase tu voluntad en la tierra como en el cielo; danos hoy
nuestro pan de cada dia; perdona nuestras deudas asi como nosotros perdonamos a nuestros
deudores; no nos dejes caer en la tentacidn, y libranos del Mal.

METROPOLITAN ANTHONY OF SAN FRANCISCO: TEN YEARS: Today’s mnemosynon is being held
here at his Cathedral and throughout our Metropolis for the repose of the soul of Metropolitan Anthony, who died on
Christmas Day in 2004. May his memory be eternal! Meanwhile, please refer to the enclosed tribute, written by Father
John Bakas, for the occasion. Aekaet|oo pvnuoovvov VTEQ Avanavoews Aviwviov AgxLeQéws, AQXLETIOKOTOL KAl
[Natoog Muwv yevopévov. O Lefaouiwtatos ékounon év Kvpiow dvijpeoa twv Xootovyévvwv to 2004.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM TODAY: The first part of the program will take place in the
chapel, immediately following this morning’s Divine Liturgy. Then, everyone is invited to the Community Center for
Iunch, compliments of the Sunday School, and a surprise visit!

AXIOS: Our Chancellor, Father Apostolos Koufallakis, was ordained yesterday to the Holy Episcopacy at the
Archdiocesan Cathedral Holy Trinity in New York City. He is now known as His Grace Apostolos, Bishop of Medeia.
Today, he is serving his first Divine Liturgy as Bishop at his former parish—St. Demetrios in Astoria, New York. Father
Stephen is in New York, as he was invited by His Grace to participate in the ordination Divine Liturgy. His Grace will
return to San Francisco, where he will continue to serve as Acting Chancellor, assisting His Eminence Metropolitan
Gerasimos. Axios! Worthy!

SERVICES THIS WEEK: The Service of the Great Hours will be held Wednesday, December 24, beginning at
9:00 a.m., to be followed by Vespers and the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, at 10:30 a.m. On Thursday, Christmas
Day, the Orthros will begin at 9 a.m., followed by the Divine Liturgy, at 10 a.m.

HISTORIC CHRISTMAS DIVINE LITURGY: Not only is Christmas a Holy Day and one of the Great
Feasts of our Lord, this year the Divine Liturgy at the Cathedral will be celebrated by His Eminence Metropolitan
Gerasimos of San Francisco, assisted by His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia. This is truly historic as it is symbolic.
His Grace’s first Divine Liturgy in San Francisco 3 years ago was for the Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos, at the
Cathedral, November 21. His last Divine Liturgy as a priest was also for the Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos,
November 21, 2014. Now, his first Divine Liturgy as a bishop will take place at the Annunciation Cathedral.

FOOD DRIVE: THANK YOU FOR SHARING: The Annual Food Drive, spearheaded by our Sunday
School, ends today. Bins, supplied by the Marin-San Francisco Food Bank, were placed at either end of the gallery. Thank
you for your filling them. It is heartening to see, for even one can or one box of something alone makes the difference in
helping alleviate hunger.

BASKETBALL PRACTICE: Basketball practice, as scheduled, will take place in our gym on Tuesday, December 923,
7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. but NOT on Christmas Day.

YOUR 2015 STEWARDSHP PLEDGE: Please remember to bring or send in your 2015 STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE.
Your commitment to the Cathedral, especially at this time of rebuilding, is important for you and for the future of the
Cathedral. To make your 2015 Stewardshp pledge, please detach the bottom portion of the Stewardship letter, which was
sent to you. Then, complete it and bring it with you the next time you come for the Divine Liturgy. Then, place it in the
collection basket. If you prefer, you may mail it in.In making your Stewardship pledge for 2015, we ask you, first and
foremost, to pray and then to decide your level of support for 2015. Recall the words of St. Paul to the Church in Corinth:
Give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2
Cor. 9:7). Please note that your 2015 Stewardship pledge supports the ongoing ministries of the Cathedral. It is separate
from the Building Fund, which is used for the rebuilding of the Cathedral. So, please don’t put it off for “another day.”
That “other” day never seems to come.




WE MADE IT TO $1 MILLION! Together with the most
recent gift to the Capital Campaign of our Ladies Philoptochos, we
made it to $1 million. That’s a million dollars given and pledged
since the October 17, 2013 issuance of our building permit—25
years to the day of Loma Prieta What an accomplishment! If we
keep doing this year after year, we will finish and pay off our
building in no time.

Meanwhile, the first of two pours of concrete took place on
Thursday, December 18. Currently, the tension cables are being
strengthened to the proper PSI. The second pour of concrete will
take place on or about January 5, 2015, thus completing the parking
structure ceiling, which is also the Cathedral floor deck. Beginning
in mid-January, the vertical steel will start going up. Our goal is to
get the parking structure up and running first, as we complete the
Cathedral exterior. In the current Herald (as in last month’s), we
featured photos of the dome steel. The day the dome goes up will
be an historic day, indeed. However, for all this to happen, we need
your monetary support and we need your prayers. To date, we
have just over 300 donors. This list needs to grow to at least 500.
All the donors’ names ($1,000 gift minimum) will eventually be
inscribed on the dedication wall in the new Cathedral, where
prayers will be constantly offered “for the blessed and ever-
memorable founders and benefactors of this Holy Church.” We
want to see everyone’s name up on the dedication wall.

In the Book of Exodus (25:8) God says: “Build me a Sanctuary, and
I will appear among you.” (Translated from the Septuagint: Kai
Tonjoel pot ayiaopa, ki o Orjcopat év vuiv). We've quoted this
at least since the start of the Capital Campaign, and we are keeping
this “immovable before our eyes,” as Deut. 6:8 states, as we rebuild
the Cathedral to God'’s glory, to serve our faithful and all God’s
people in this blessed dynamic heart of San Francisco.

O EYAI'TEAICMOC
THC 6€0TOKOY

The Church is here to heal,
To reconcile,
To connect with Christ,
To become partakers of the
divine glory,
To worship God,
To proclaim the Gospel, in the
original Christian way,
That the world may be saved.



