ANNUNCIATION CATHEDRAL SUNDAY BULLETIN: DECEMBER 20, 2015
IGNATIUS THE GOD-BEARER; PHILOGONIOS OF ANTIOCH

SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY

EPISTLE READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Apostolic Reading is from Saint Paul’s Letter to
the Hebrewss, Chapter 11, Verses 9-10, 32-40. It is found on our books on pages 150-151.

‘O Andotorog, mpog EPpaiovg Emortoriic [lavriov To avayvoopa, kep. 11, £6aa¢. 9-10, 32-40: Ascipoi,
niotel mapdknoey APpaop €ig v yiiv Th¢ Emayyediag ®¢ dallotpiav, €v oknvoig katowknoog petd loadok kol lakof tdv
oLYKANPOVOL®V THG Emaryyehag Thg avtiig: £EedéyeTo yap TV Tovg Bepekiovg Exovoav TOAY, NG TeYviTNG Kol dnuovpydg 6 Osdg. Koi
i 1t Aéyow; Emideiyel yap pe dmyovpevov 6 xpdvog mepi I'edemv, Bapdk te kot Zopyov kol Tepbde, Aavid te kot Zapovnd Kol tdv
TpoPNTOV, ol St miotewg Katnywvicavto Pacikeiog, eipydoavto dikatocHvny, ETETUYOV EMAyYEMDVY, EQPPa&oy OTOHOTO AEOVTMV,
£€oPecav duvapy Topoc, Epuyov otopoTe poyaipag, Eveduvapmbnoav ano dcbeveiog, £yevidnoav ioyvpol €v TOAEN®, TapeUPOrAg
&kvav aArotpiov: Elafov yuvaikeg €€ AvaoTAGE®G TOVG VEKPOLG aVT@V: GAAOL 8¢ €rvumavictnoav, ov mpoodefdpevor v
ATOADTPOOLY, Vo KPEITTOVOG GVOGTAGEMS TOXMOYV: ETEPOL OE EUmOyU®V Kol pootiyov Telipay Ehafov, £Tt 8¢ deoudV Kol GUAAKTS
éMbacinoav, énpictnoav, énepdoinoav, &v eove payaipag anébovov, meptijlbov év unhmtois, v aiyeiog déppacty, HoTEPOVLEVOL,
OMBOLEVOL, KAKOLYOVUEVOL, BV 0VK MV HEL0G 6 KOGHOG, &v Epnuiaig Thavduevol kai dpeot kol omnhaiolg kai Toig omaig Tiig yiic. Kol
00Ol TaVTEG HopTUPNOEVTEG S101 THG TioTEMG OVK EKOpicaVTO TV émaryyediay, Tod Ogod Tepl UMY Kpeittdv Tt TpoPreyauévo, vo, i
LOPIS NUAV TEAELWODGT.

GOSPEL READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Gospel Reading is from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Matthew, chapter 1, verses 1-25. It is found in our books, pages 311-317.

‘H onpepiviy edayyelikn tepikont ¢k 100 kata MatOaiov, keo. 1, £66¢. 1-25. Evpiokeron gic ta frfiia
pog, ogi. 310-316.

Introduction to Orthodoxy (Sundays, 9.a.m., upstairs). This class is especially intended for those who
are thinking about converting to Orthodoxy and for family members and friends who would like to support
them on their journey, but it is also open to people who are already Orthodox and who would like to deepen
their understanding of their faith. We explore Christian theology and practice through reading selections of
Scripture, the Church Fathers, the lives of the Saints, and other texts representative of the Orthodox
worldview. These readings are the starting point for our discussions, which aim at clarifying doctrine and
worship and helping us to discover (or rediscover), week after week, why we belong in the Church. If you
are interested in class, please contact Alexandros Kozak

attending  the at orthodoxy-

agkozak@sneakemail.com.

Today’s Apolytikion (Dismissal Hymn) is that of Tone Four:

When the tidings of the Resurrection from the glorious angel was proclaimed unto the women disciples, and
our ancestral sentence also had been abolished, to the Apostles with boasting did they proclaim that death is
vanquished evermore, and Christ our God has risen from the dead, and granted to the world His great
mercy.

To Paweov e Avaotacews KNELYHA €k Tov AyyéAov pabovoal al tov Kuvgiov padnrowal, kai v
mooyoviknv anddacty anogoipacal, toic AmootdAog kavxwuevatr éAeyov: 'EokVAevtatr 6 Odvatog,

NY£€001 Xototog 6 Oedc, dwEoUHEVOS TQ KOOTUW TO Héya EAgoc.

THE LORD’S PRAYER IN SPANISH: Padre nuestro, que estas en los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre, venga tu
Reino, hagase tu voluntad en la tierra como en el cielo; danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia; perdona nuestras
deudas asi como nosotros perdonamos a nuestros deudores; no nos dejes caer en la tentacién, y libranos del Mal.

BLESSINGS TO ALL, AS WE CELEBRATE THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST: In a world increasingly
characterized by violence, we hear the message of hope: that “God is with us.” This is what the name
“Emmanuel” means. And, God is with us not in the sense that we hope there is an eternal constant amid all
the uncertainty, but God is with us because He became one of us. He who “suspended the earth in the midst of
the waters” (as we recall on Great and Holy Friday), took on flesh, lived and dwelled among us, died for us,
and was raised from the dead, for us. By doing this, He abolished death and opened for us the door of
Paradise and the promise of eternal life, even as He expresses His will through the Apostle Paul: He “wants all
people to be saved and come to the knowledge of truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). The message of Christmas is an
ennobling message: it elevates creation above the fray of strife and promises life everlasting, because “God is
with us.” And, “if God is with us,” (again St. Paul assures us), “who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31).
Blessings, therefore, to all, this Christmas and throughout the New Year.

On Christmas Eve morning, the Great Hours of the Nativity will be recited, beginning at 9 a.m., followed by
the Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, at 10 a.m. On Christmas morning, the Orthros will begin at 9
a.m., followed by the Divine Liturgy at 10 a.m. His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco will
celebrate the Divine Liturgy. We invite you to worship with us, as we glorify God in the highest, and hear the
message of the angels, the message of “peace on earth, good will among all people.”

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM THIS MORNING: At the conclusion of this mornings’
Divine Liturgy, will have our Christmas program by our Sunday School children, right here in the Chapl. This
will be followed by a luncheon, to be prepared by our Sunday School parents. You are all invited. The Parish
Council will also meet, in the second floor conference room. Because of the program and the luncheon, the
meeting of the Parish Council will begin at 1p.m., rather than at 12:30 p.m.

ELECTED TO PARISH COUNCIL: Last Sunday, Philippos Athanasiades, Katina Kostoulas, Ph. D.,
Nicholas Svetcoff, and James D. Vorrises were elected to the Parish Council for a two-year term, 2016-2017.
Because there are eight (8) vacancies on the Parish Council this year (of the fifteen (15) elected members, seven
(7) are elected one year and eight (8) are elected the following year, to two-year terms; this year eight (8) were
to be elected), and only four (4) qualified, the remaining four (4) will be elected when the Parish Council
convenes on Sunday, January 3 to elect officers for 2016. At the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy that day, the
four (4) members who were elected last Sunday will take their affirmation of office. We also thank Phil and
Annette Chiappari and Bill Tonas, who conducted last Sunday’s elections.

LAST SUNDAY’S MEETING OF PARENTS WITH GOYA-AGE CHILDREN (13 to 18 years of age): Thank
you to those parents who met last Sunday to consider: 1) articulation of a vision for the Annunciation
Cathedral 2) immediate programmatic needs for GOYA, and 3) consideration of volunteer/paid non-parent
Youth Worker. A date for parents and children to meet in January was also considered, as were events for our
youth, as we go forward. Thank you, parents, for your continued vigilance on behalf of our children.

GREEK SCHOOL, SUNDAY SCHOOL ON CHRISTMAS BREAK: Greek School will resume Saturday,
January 9 and Sunday School will resume Sunday, January 3.




ALMOST THERE: We are completely done with metal stud framing and exterior
Densglass (the yellow panels you see on the outside). Plywood and wood blocking are now complete
on all tile roof areas, as well as the domes. Waterproofing is now being completed. Window
installation, lath, and plaster will follow. The exterior of the building will then be virtually complete.

What a thrill as we watch this magnificent structure evolve: it represents everything we are
and everything we believe as Greek Orthodox Christians. It is also a symbol of the faith that our own
generation has cultivated, and what we hope to leave behind, to inspire the generations to come.

We’ve noted on a number of occasions that we have raised $6 million towards this project,
with another $4.7 to go. And we have explained how much has been spent and on what. Additionally,
we have projected a timetable for completion of the project—late summer of 2016; this includes the
normal functioning of the garage. At that point, we are planning to hold a Gala event, to celebrate a
great accomplishment, as we turn to Phase two (the completion of the interior). Save the date:
Saturday, November 5 for the Gala. (Additional information to follow.) Work on the interior,
including appointments and iconography, should take another year or so. We hope to be able to
consecrate the new Cathedral in 2017 or 2018, as we get ready to celebrate the community’s 100t
anniversary. All this, of course, will depend upon your prayers and continued support.

May God bless our undertaking, for God is the one who spoke to Moses, then, and who
speaks to us, today, saying: “Build me a Sanctuary, and I will appear among you.” (Translated from
the Septuagint: Kai morjoeig pot ayicoua, xai opOiicouct év vuiv). (Exodus 25:8). May we prove
worthv of the trust God has in us to rebuild His Church.

O EYAI'TEAICMOC
THC 6€O0TOKOY

“The Church shall be a home for
Orthodox Christians from every
ethnic and national background. It
shall be a house of prayer for all
humankind, in which the Holy Name
of our Triune God shall be extolled
and all of creation sanctified.”

(Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, Ground breaking,
November 6, 1997)



