SUNDAY. DECEMBER 25.2016

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

EPISTLE READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Apostolic Reading is from the Letter of Saint

Paul to the Galatians, Chapter 4, verses 4-7: BRETHREN, when the time had fully come, God sent forth
his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
"Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then also an heir of God through Christ.

‘O Anoogtolrog, meog EBgaiovg émiotoAng IlavAov 0 avayvwoua, keg. 11, édddp. 9-10, 32-40:
AdeAgot, dte d¢ NADev TO MATRWUA TOD XEOVOUL, é£améaTeilev O Be0g TOV LIOV AVTOD, YEVOUEVOV €K YUVALKOS, YEVOUEVOV UTIO
VOUOV, vat TOUG DO VOpOV €£ayoQdot), tva v vioBeoiav amoAdBwpev. ‘Ot dé éote viol, ééaméoteilev O Oed0g TO TMveLPA TOV
LIOD AVTOL €16 TS Kadiag Luwv, koalov, APBa, 0 matn. ‘Qote ovKéTL el DOVAOG, AAA’ LIOC: el dE LIOG, Kal KANQOVOHOG Oe0b dux
Xototov.

GOSPEL READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Gospel Reading is from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Matthew, Chapter 2, Verses 1-12: At that time, when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he
who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him."
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, "In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written by the prophet: 'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.™
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star appeared; and he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring
me word, that I too may come and worship him." When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo
the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child
was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into the house they saw the
child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.

. N \ \ o . \ . Py U F
H onpueguvn evayyeAikn megikonn ék Tov kata MatOaiov, keg. 2, €dd@. 1-12: Tov d¢ nooo
yevvnOévtog év BnOAeep g Tovdaiag év fpéoaic Ho@dov 100 Bacidéwe, 00V UAYOL ATO AVATOA®V TAQEYEVOVTO E€IG
TepooOAvuaAéyovteg mov ¢otv O tex0eilc Baolele twv Tovdaiwv; eldouev Yo adTov TOV AOTEQA €V T AvaTtoAn kat NAOouev
> c ‘ ‘
TROUKLVNTAL aLTQ. "Akovoag d¢ Hodne 0 Pacidevs étapaxOn kat maoa TegoodAvua peT AVTOV, KAl CLVAYAYWV TTAVTAG
TOUG AQXLEQELS KAl YOAMUATELS TOV Axov EMUVOAVETO M’ ATV TOL O XQLOTOG YeVVATAL Ol d¢ elmov avTt@: év BnOAeéu g
Tovdaiag oVt Y& Yéypamtar dix ToL mEoPHToL: Kai oL BnOAeép, yn Tovda, ovdapuws éAayiotn el év toig 1)yeudoy Tovdar ék
00U yap éfeAevoetal 1yoOHevog, O0TIG TOHAvEL TOV Aadv pov tov ToganA. Tote ‘Howdng Adboa kaAéoag tovg payouvg
NkoiPwoe M’ ALTOV TOV XQOVOV TOL QALVOUEVOL A0TEQOS, Kal mépbag avtoug eic BnOAeeu eime: mogevOévtes Aaxopag
éfetdoate TeQL TOL MAWioOL, EMav dE evoNTe, AMayyeldaté pot, OTws kayw AWV MEOOKLVNOW AVTQ. Ol d¢ AKOVOAVTESG TOV
Baoléws émogevOnoav: kat OV O ACTHE OV eldOV €V T AVATOAT TEONYeV avTOVG, éwg AWV €0tn émdvw oL v TO Taiov:
1OOVTES D& TOV AOTEQM EXAQNTAV XAQAV HUEYAANV 0@OdOa, Kl EAOOVTES el TNV oikiary €idov TO taudiov et Magiag Thg HnNTeog
avToD, KAl TECOVTEG TEOTEKLVNOAV AT, Kal dvoléavteg ToLC ONoavEOLS AVTWV TEOOTVEYKAV aDT® dWEA, XQLOOV Kol
Aipavov kat opvovav: kat xonuatio0évteg kat ovag un avakappat meog He@dnv, d” &AANG 6000 &vexwEnoav eig TV Xwoav

anTmv

CHRIST IS BORN: GLORIFY! Today is the great feast of the Nativity. God sent His Only Son. Rejoice! We are
grateful to His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos, the celebrant of today’s Nativity Divine Liturgy, and extend our
prayers and best wishes that God may grant him many years.

DIVINE LITURGY THIS WEEK: Next Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Circumcision of Christ, eight days
after Christmas. It is also the Feast Day of St. Basil the Great, the author of the Divine Liturgy which we celebrate that
day. And, of course, it is the first day of 2017. As this year, the Feast falls on a Sunday, services will be celebrated
according to the Sunday schedule: Orthros at 9 a.m., followed by the Divine Liturgy at 10: 30 a.m.

RECENT PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS: As noted, seven individuals were candidates for election to a two-
year germ, beginning January 1, 2017. They are: George Ambadiotakis Ambuis, S. Christopher Kyriacou, Vassiliki
Moulas, Dean Nicolakakis, Manoli Nuris, Nick Rally, and Christopher Ramos. Together with Father Stephen and the
eight who were elected last year, they compose the Parish Council for 2017. Note: we have two new Parish Council
members. They are Young Adults. Meanwhile, the eight members who were elected last year to a two-year term are:
Philippos Athanasiades, George Gavros, Deno C. Konstantinidis, Katina Kostoulas, Ph.D., Thomas A. Nuris, Paul P.
Sogotis, Nicholas Svetcoff, and James D. Vorrises. The oath of office will be administered on Sunday, January 8, at the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. Immediately thereafter, all 15 lay members, together with Father Stephen, will convene
to elect Parish Council officers for 2017.

PARISH VASILOPITA: The Parish will also celebrate its Vasilopita on January 8, sponsored by the Cathedral Ladies
Philoptochos. You are invited to a champagne brunch following the Divine Liturgy, and the administration of the oath of
office to the recently elected members of the Parish Council. For more info., please e mail P_Aleco@sbcglobal.net.

RECENTLY, WE OBSERVED STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY: Two Sundays ago, we observed

Stewardship Sunday, the day when we bring our Stewardship Commitments for 2017 to church with us and deposit
them in the appropriate basket. We thank you for your Stewardship Commitments for 2017, for your commitments are
what enables our parish to operate and to fund its various ministries. Meanwhile, if you were not able to bring your 2017
Stewardship Commitment with you, please mail it to the Cathedral, at your earliest convenience. An honor roll of 2017
Stewards will appear in the February Herald. We look forward to including your name on the honor roll of 2017 Stewards
of the Cathedral.

BASKING IN THE GLOW OF THE GALA: For some time, we will basking in the glow of our 95t

Anniversary Gala, held on November 5. It was a spectacular event. People will be talking about it for a long time. Photos
and a video of the evening is available by clicking on the following link: www .kostasphotography.com/Gala2016

INTRODUCTION TO ORTHODOXY: (Sundays, 9.a.m., upstairs). This class is especially intended for
those who are thinking about converting to Orthodoxy and for family members and friends who would like to support
them on their journey, but it is also open to people who are already Orthodox and who would like to deepen their
understanding of their faith. We explore Christian theology and practice through reading selections of Scripture, the
Church Fathers, the lives of the Saints, and other texts representative of the Orthodox worldview. These readings are the
starting point for our discussions, which aim at clarifying doctrine and worship and helping us to discover (or rediscover),
week after week, why we belong in the Church. If you are interested in attending the class, please contact Alexandros
Kozak at orthodoxy-agkozak@sneakemail.com.




ALMOST THERE, with respect to the outside of the Cathedral. Now that the
scaffolding is down, one can see this magnificent landmark which you are creating--the center of our
Greek Orthodox faith in the heart of the City. You should be very proud of your accomplishments.
Do share the good news with your friends, relatives and neighbors. Invite them to come and see
what you are doing to respond to the invitation, “Build me a Sanctuary, and I will appear among
you.” (Translated from the Septuagint: Kai mowujoeic por ayiaouc, xai o@Orcopar év ouiv).
(Exodus 25:8). Meanwhile, the contractor is completing waterproofing of the exterior, especially
around the garage. He is also building the entrenchment drain, the housing for the garage exhaust
ducts, and, at the same time, restoring the archways. Connection to the sewers, on the Stevenson
Street side, took place December 17. On the Valencia Street side, they will take place on January 11.

As for the interior, we hope to complete much of it by the end of 2017, as your generosity
permits. We need your prayers and your continued financial support. Now would be a good time to
make that end-of-the year gift, resulting in a tax deduction for you and enabling the Cathedral to
continue building. We hope to be done with the outside by March and to start using the garage by
April, as work begins on the interior. We hope to consecrate the new Cathedral to the glory of God to
coincide with our 100* anniversary, in 2021. God will bless us, indeed, if it is His Will that His All
Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, who laid the cornerstone back in 1997, also consecrates
it to God’s glory in 2021! Now, let’s move full-speed ahead to complete what we’ve begun.

“The Church shall be a home for
Orthodox Christians from every
ethnic and national background. It
shall be a house of prayer for all
humankind, in which the Holy Name
of our Triune God shall be extolled
and all of creation sanctified.”

(Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, Ground breaking,
November 6, 1997)



